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SATURDAY August 3 

11.00am FAMILY HISTORY WORKSHOP 
Maps – Online and paper 

Presenter: Jenny Joyce  
Maps are an invaluable tool for family history research. 

Jenny Joyce will explain to us why they should be used, 

the different types of maps, what online resources are 

available, and where invaluable maps can be purchased. 

2.00pm FAMILY HISTORY MEETING  
Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages:  Past, 

present and future 

Presenter: Amanda Ianna 
Amanda, the NSW Registrar of Births, Deaths & 

Marriages, will tell us about the changes that have 

occurred since the Registry was first established in 

1856, bringing us up to date and giving some ideas for 

what the future might hold. 

  Visitors Welcome                Afternoon Tea Available 
 

RECENT LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS 
 June 2019 

The Sans Souci Peninsula. R.W. Rathbone. A history 

of the suburbs of Dolls Point, Monterey, Ramsgate, 

Sans Souci and Sandringham. 2002. 165 pages index 

with photos. 2219 RAT. 

Baths and Boatshed, The Waterfront Community at 

Sans Souci. Dr Garry Darby 2014. 153 pages with 

index and photos. 2219 DAR. 

The Grecian Pagoda and the Architecture of 

Eryldene. Zeny Edwards 1995. First edition. 95 pages 

with photos. ARC EDW. 

Town Planning in Australia. John Sulman 2007. An 

introduction to the study of town planning. Facsimile of 

the original publication (1921). 256 pages with index 

and black and white photos. ARC SUL. 

A Life of Purpose, A biography of John Sulman. Zeny 

Edwards 2017. 372 pages with photos. BIO EDW. 

Ying-Yang, China in Australia. Zeny Edwards 2008. 

76 pages with index and many photos. OVS EDW. 

Honeysuckle Creek, The Story of Tom Reid, a Little 

Dish and Neil Armstrong’s First Step. Andrew Tink 

2018. The book of the recent presentation to KHS on 

18 May. 264 pages with index and photos. ACT TIN. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Our income for June amounted to $1069.  Our expenses 

for the month amounted to $631 leaving us with a 

surplus for the month of $438 and a surplus for the year 

as well. 

 SATURDAY August 17 

2.00pm GENERAL MEETING: The Dunbar: 

Sydney’s Shipwreck Tragedy  

Presenter: John Lanser 
The Dunbar arrived off Port Jackson on the night of 20 

August 1857 in a rising south-easterly gale and poor 

visibility.  Shortly after midnight breakers were sighted 

and Captain Green swung to starboard, inadvertently 

taking his ship closer to the cliffs.  Now on a lee shore, 

the vessel was carried against rocks and within minutes 

began to break up. All 63 passengers and all but one of 

the 59 crew perished. 
 

John Lanser was born in Waverley (Sydney), and is a 

graduate of the Universities of Sydney, London and 

New South Wales.  A barrister and solicitor, now semi-

retired, member of the Royal Australian Historical 

Society, the National Trust, the Australian National 

Maritime Museum and Royal Prince Alfred Yacht 

Club. He is a past president of the Australasian 

Pioneers’ Club, which owns a table made of timber 

salvaged from the Dunbar wreck. 

Visitors Welcome                Afternoon Tea Available 
 

The Society is proud to announce that two of its 

members, Kathie Rieth and David Wilkins, have 

each been awarded an OAM in the June 2019 

Queen’s Birthday Honours List.  See story on p2. 

COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 

At our AGM, to be held on Oct. 19th, elections will be 

held for the members of the committee.  There is one 

position available for President, one for Secretary, one 

for Treasurer, two for Vice President and five for 

ordinary committee members. 

At this point our current President, Treasurer and 

Secretary have all decided not to re-stand.  Why not 

consider nominating for a position on the 

Committee?  You still have plenty of time to consider 

the matter, as nominations will not close until Oct. 4th. 
   

For members receiving printed copy who want to access the internet, enter http://www.khsnx.com/Aug2019.htm 

into a browser address bar to reach a menu which lists all the embedded electronic links in this Newsletter 

http://www.khsnx.com/Aug2019-Shipwreck.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/Aug2019-Shipwreck.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/Aug2019-Shipwreck.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/Aug2019-Shipwreck.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/Aug2019-Shipwreck.htm
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WHO WAS THIS RESIDENT?  July 2019 

BENJAMIN EDWIN MINNS (1863 – 1937) 

Benjamin Edwin Minns was born 17 Nov 1863 at 

Dungog, son of Irish-born Bridget Murray, aged 17, 

who in 1869 married George Minns, farmer. Benjamin 

became the eldest of seven Australian Minns’ children. 

His early years were spent in the country, where he 

developed a great interest in native birds and animals.  

He met many local aborigines whom he drew and 

painted. On 9 June 1888 he married Harriet Ford at St 

John’s Darlinghurst. 

He studied in Sydney under many artists including 

Julian Ashton, and in the 1890s he worked for the 

"Illustrated Sydney News" and the "Sydney Mail”. The 

“Bulletin” also accepted his humorous drawings for 

their publication. 

At the age of 31 Benjamin went to England, and for 20 

years he divided his time between London and Brittany, 

where he made watercolour drawings which won 

admiration in London and Paris. He exhibited at the 

Royal Academy and with the Royal Institute of Painters 

in London. He continued his work as an illustrator and 

humourist by contributing to "Punch" and other London 

magazines. Whilst overseas he sent watercolours and 

black-and-white drawings back to Australia at regular 

intervals.  

Whilst the Minns were returning to Australia the 

paintings with them on board the ship were lost in a fire. 

In Australia he founded the Australian Watercolour 

Institute and was its President at the time of his death.  

Benjamin Minns died suddenly at Taronga Zoological 

Park on 21 February 1937 whilst photographing native 

animals and birds for use in work for a one-man show, 

which was to be held that year. 

He is represented in galleries in Paris and Brussels, as 

well as in most of the Australian galleries.  

For many years Benjamin Edwin and Harriet Minns 

lived at "Cubba" Gordon Parade (south side).  In 1929 

the street name changed to Davidson Pde (south side), 

off Rosedale Rd, Gordon and finally the address 

became 11 Minns Road in his honour.                              

(Photo includes later additions). Sources: SMH 

Monday 22 February 1937. ADB. Internet. 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER 

Beverley GWATKIN, Turramurra 

 
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HONOURS TO TWO 

MEMBERS, Kathie Rieth and David Wilkins 

Congratulations to Kathie and David, our amazing 

leaders of the WW I Rallying The Troops (RTT) 

project, who were each awarded an OAM (Medal of 

the Order of Australia) in the June 2019 Queen’s 

Birthday Honours List - for “service to community 

history”.  At the launch of Volume IV in November 

2018, they jointly received the Ku-ring-gai Historical 

Society’s (KHS) Historian of the Year award. 

Kathie, our Historian of the Year in 2007, has been a 

very active member since joining the Society in August 

1998. She has researched heritage-listed houses in Ku-

ring-gai, written a Built Heritage column for the 

Newsletter, and helped research, write and edit articles 

for The Historian, guiding the journal’s development 

and publication when needed. The Society and the Ku-

ring-gai community continue to benefit from the 

extensive databases on architects and builders that she 

has compiled over a considerable period of time.  

 

Kathie’s interest in family history led her to commence 

studies in 1980 in the Local, Applied and Family 

Studies course at University of New England 

Armidale. During her studies, she joined the Roseville 

Community Association Inc’s project, which led to the 

publication, in 2000, of William Henry’s 40 Acres and 

the People who lived there. This book documents a 

significant period in the history of Roseville and 

received an award from Ku-ring-gai Council.  

In 2009, together with Jennifer Harvey, Kathie was 

presented with the Gems of Ku-ring-gai award, created 

by Ku-ring-gai Council to celebrate, on International 

Women’s Day, the work of women in the community. 

The award Kathie and Jennifer received was for their 

contributions to The Historian and other activities of 

KHS. At Ku-ring-gai’s Australia Day Citizen of the 

Year Awards in 2013, Kathie was presented with the 

Heritage Award for her contribution to the community 

and its history. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Queen’s Birthday Honours (cont’d) 

David, like Kathie, has been very active in the Society 

since joining in April 2005. He served on the 

Committee in 2006 and 2007, has given many talks to 

the General and Family History meetings, as well as 

talks on RTT to various Probus and Rotary Clubs, and 

has written numerous articles and reviews for the 

Newsletter. He has long had an interest in military and 

family history.  

After graduating from Royal Military College, 

Duntroon as a lieutenant, David served in the 

Australian Regular Army in Papua New Guinea and 

South Vietnam. During the Vietnam War, he 

commanded a combat infantry rifle company with the 

5th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment.  

He wrote the history of that battalion, which became 

known as the “Tiger Battalion” and one of Australia’s 

most combative and successful units of the War. 

Returning from active service, he embarked on a career 

in law, his positions culminating as the Army’s Chief 

Legal Officer for NSW and as a Defence Force 

Magistrate and Judge Advocate (for trials by court 

martial). David retired from the Regular Army in 1985 

to practise as a barrister in Sydney for 20 years.  

After retiring he finalised his research, wrote and 

published his family’s history. This publication, From 

Brecon to Broken Hill; The History of a Wilkins 
Family, earned David the Alexander Henderson 

Award, presented by the Australian Institute of 

Genealogical Studies, for the best published family 

history in Australia in 2007. David kindly donated a 

copy to the KHS library. In 2007 he was also awarded 

the KHS Family Historian of the Year. 

Early in 2013, with the centenary of the commencement 

of WW I approaching, Kathie broached with our then 

President, Jennifer Harvey, the idea of developing a 

project to write a history based on the role played by 

service men and women of Ku-ring-gai during the War. 

This was enthusiastically supported by Jennifer, 

together with the Committee, and Kathie, with the 

assistance of Jackie Van Bergen and David, set to work 

identifying our veterans and rallying our troops,  

“recruiting” Society members interested in assisting 

with the project. On 9 April, 2013, at the suggestion of 

Ann Barry, Kathie attended a meeting of the Bradfield 

Working Party for WW I commemoration, and the 
KHS project received great support. 

  

Funding for the design and printing of the history was 

necessary and, with the able assistance of Jackie van 

Bergen, by the end of 2013 KHS had been awarded a 

grant of $5,000 from Ku-ring-gai Council for Volume 

I. This was for the first of what would be four volumes, 

as the project grew in size over the following years, 

with more and more servicemen and women being 

“discovered”. Further Council grants were obtained in 

2014, 2016 and 2017 for Volumes II, III and IV, the 

total sum being $20,000. Applications for funding were 

made in 2014 by Jackie and in 2018 by Chris Edye to 

the Department of Veterans Affairs, the two grants 

totalling $36,000. So RTT attracted total funding of 

$56,000. The great effort in achieving funding support 

was very much appreciated by the Society. 

Kathie and David were so successful in driving the 

RTT project and leading the writing team, that it has 

attracted widespread, critical acclaim as well as literary 

awards. In 2015 Volume II received the Australian 

Society of Archivists’ Mander Jones Award, and in 

2017 Volume III received a Mander Jones 

commendation. Ku-ring-gai Council presented Kathie 

and David with an award for the Writers Group on 

Australia Day 

in January 

2017. Linked 

to the project, 

though more 

about heritage, 

was Kathie’s 

Lions Club 

award, and the 

book designer, 

Campbell Van 

Venrooy, has 

entered the 

Volumes in an 

international 

graphic artists 

competition in 

the USA.  

The high regard in which RTT is held is evidenced by 

the calibre of those who have written forewords to each 

Volume: Volume I – Dr Brendan Nelson AO, Director, 

Australian War Memorial; Volume II – the late Major 

General Gordon Maitland AO, OBE, RFD, ED who 

also spoke at its launch by the Member for Bradfield, 

the Hon. Paul Fletcher, paying tribute to the Society’s 

‘army’ of historians, who wrote the biographies; 

Volume III – Major General the Hon. Justice Brereton 

AM; and Volume IV – General the Hon. David Hurley 

AC (then the Governor of NSW).  

Congratulations Kathie Rieth OAM and David 

Wilkins OAM! 
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FAMILY HISTORY MEETINGS Saturday July 6  

Morning Workshop 

Yvette Reeve opened the meeting and welcomed the 17 

members and one visitor present. Jenny Joyce shared 

information on several items:  

• Births, Deaths and Marriages NSW price rise on 

certificates from 1/7/19.  

• The Biographical Database of Australia has added 

many new accessions to their collection, the 

subscription cost being $30 a year.  

• Hornsby Historical Society is hosting their annual 

Geneagala at Hornsby Library on Saturday 10 

August 9am to 3pm.  Bookings may be made 

through Hornsby Library.  

There was discussion regarding the conference KHS is 

hosting 11-13 October at Knox Grammar School, 

Wahroonga.  Jenny talked about some of the speakers 

and showed the video that is on the conference website.  

Lorraine Henshaw talked about how important it is for 

our members to promote the event. 

A sausage sizzle will be held in the courtyard at the rear 

of Gordon Library at our next Family History meetings 

on 3 August.  The cost will be by donation and the 

proceeds will go towards the conference.    

All present watched a State Archives and Records 

webinar, “The Colonial Secretary’s Correspondence”, 

presented by a staff member, Emily Hanna. She 

explained the importance of the correspondence, not 

only while it was in use, but also today. What a great 

source of information it is.  She showed how the 

correspondence had been set up to make sure that no 

correspondence was lost and could always be found, 

and how to use it. Emily explained about “Special 

Bundles”, their significance and how they can help with 

research.  For people who may be interested, you can 

book into a webinar and listen to it live on the State 

Archives and Records website or you can watch one 

pre-recorded at https://www.records.nsw.gov.au 
 

Afternoon Meeting 

Yvette Reeve opened the meeting and welcomed the 37 

members and 3 visitors. Jenny Joyce shared varied 

information (as above), and Neil Falconer spoke about 

future tours. 

Yvette introduced and welcomed our speaker Judith 

Dunn.  Her talk was taken from her book “Colonial 

Ladies, Lovely, Lively and Lamentably Loose” which 

resulted from her research into our convict ladies.   

Judith talked about the stories of some of the ladies.  

While society, and particularly the men, looked down 

on these women, the women themselves showed they 

were strong and courageous and for some, not above 

making a stand against incredible odds.  Unfortunately, 

the women generally came off second best! 

The men in charge at the time made these women’s 

lives a lot harder than they could have been. Judith 

suggested that we should be very proud of these women 

as they, with their resilience, courage, and a measure of 

 
larrikinism in some, helped make Australia what it is 

today. As Judith had promised, it was definitely a lively 

talk, with quite a few laughs at the antics of some of the 

women and the way their “crimes” were written up.  

How these women survived the treatment they were 

metered out is amazing!  There were questions and 

lively discussions after which Lorraine Henshaw 

thanked Judith for coming and sharing some of the 

convict women’s stories with us and reminded all that 

Judith will be a speaker at the October conference.  
 

EXPLORING THE PAST Conference at Knox 

Workhouses loomed large in the lives of British people 

in the 19th century. Not only in the sense of the physical 

presence of these large buildings, but also the fear of 

ending up in these Dickensian institutions.  Learning 

about the Workhouses and their valuable records is 

only one of the things you will gain by attending the 

Exploring the Past conference.  

You can also learn about British families in India, the 

local military in Australia before Federation, and the 

Parramatta Female Factory. Perhaps you'd like to know  

 

how to use DNA to find ancestors who try to hide, or 

perhaps it is the understanding of how surnames may 

be incorrectly recorded that will help you find that 

missing ancestor.  Don't fall into the trap of thinking 

that everything has been "done" about your family; one 

of our speakers will tell you the story of his First Fleet 

ancestor, and how much more information is available 

now than when Mollie Gillen wrote her book on our 

earliest European arrivals. 

These are just some of the talks you will hear at 

Exploring the Past. There will be many trade tables at 

which local family history societies will be 

represented, along with Ancestry, MyHeritage, the 

transcription agents (Joy Murrin, Marilyn Rowan and 

Lorraine Turtle), Gould Genealogy, the Biographical 

Database of Australia, and more. This is a great chance 

to ask questions and maybe buy one or two things. 

So why not come along to the conference?  Early bird 

registrations close on July 31st, and full price 
registrations close on September 7th.  Register now at 

http://exploringthepast.khs.org.au/register.html 
   

 

https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/
http://exploringthepast.khs.org.au/register.html
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FUTURE TOUR DATES 

August: Thursday 22nd – Tour 2: Australian National 

Maritime Museum, Exhibition: Governor Bligh, Hero 

or Villain? – Guided Tour 

September Thursday 19th – Tour 3: Sydney Museum 

and Police & Justice Museum – Separate guided Tours 

October Monday 28th – Exploring Ku-ring-gai 

Mystery Tour 

November Thursday 7th – Tour 5: State Archives 
 

FUTURE TOUR, Thursday Sep 19th, Tour 3:  

Separate conducted tours of: 
MUSEUM OF SYDNEY (Convict Colony to Global City) & 

POLICE & JUSTICE MUSEUM (Cops and Robbers) 

Our morning tour will be to the Museum of Sydney 

where our guide will tell us a little about our city’s 

complex, curious and, at times, confronting past. We 

will discover the history of the first Government House 

and stories of the people and events that shaped the city 

we know today. These stories include the First Fleet 

ships, Sydneysiders purchases in the early colony and 

much more.  

Our visit will also allow time for a visit to the exhibition 

“Songs of Home”, the little-known story of music 

played and enjoyed in NSW during the first 70 years of 

the colony. 
 

After lunch (at own cost at the City Extra Restaurant at 

the Quay), we will make our way to the nearby 19th 

Century Water Police Station and Court to discover 

how law and order on Sydney’s waterfront was 

maintained. Our guide will tell the story of the 1894 

Bridge Street Affray during which officers from the 

Water Police Station battled on the city streets with a 

group of ferocious thieves, forever changing the course 

of Sydney’s policing history. Plus much more. 

Travel will be by train. Cost $35 which includes venue 

charges. Bookings open Saturday 17th August. 
 

VISIT TO BAHÁ’I TEMPLE, Tour 12, June 21 

On a chilly, but sunny winter’s morning the bus convoy 

breezed past the D’Albora Marina at Akuna Bay and 

soon arrived at West Head. Lion Island looked majestic 

at the head of the Hawkesbury River as the sun 

glistened on the calm water. After such a perfect start 

to the day, we journeyed on to the Bahá’i Temple at 

Terrey Hills where we were welcomed by our Bahá’i 

hosts with a hot cup of tea or coffee, juice and fresh 

muffins.  

After a short talk on the history, teachings and 

administration of the Bahá'i faith, we viewed a video 

and had the opportunity to ask questions. The Bahá'i 

Faith was founded by Bahá’u’lláh,1817-1892, in Persia 

and followers now live all over the world. They believe 

that there is only one God who has sent messengers to 

earth at different times to educate people on spiritual 

matters relative to their culture and ethnicity. They 

acknowledge that all people are equal (whatever their 

race, sex, religion, financial status and nation), of one  

 
family and aim to eliminate prejudice from the world. 

They encourage people to investigate world religions 

for themselves as well as valuing the study of art and 

science. There are no clergy in the religion; rather a 

system of councils elected at the local, national and 

international level. 

The Bahá'i Temple, one of eight in the world, was 

designed and built from 1957-1961 by John Brogan (a 

Ku-ring-gai architect). A helicopter was used to 

position the prefabricated lantern structure on top of the 

finished dome.  The temple is built with nine sides and 

nine entrances all symbolic of the unity of the nine 

world religions. Nine-pointed stars adorn the windows. 

We admired the simplicity of the interior of the Temple 

with its galleries, polished floors, Persian rugs and just 

a central lectern with microphone.  Eyes are drawn to 

the dome and its inscribed plate. 

We were served a magnificent lunch by our hostesses 

and had time to explore some of the nine hectare 

gardens of native flora surrounding the Temple. Many 

people spoke of the peace and tranquility of the venue. 

Our guest speaker for the afternoon was Dr Keith 

Amos, a former teacher, lecturer and keen historian. He 

spoke of his investigations into the Mystery of the Von 

Bieren Powderworks (after which Powderworks Road 

is named). The powderworks was a grand plan in the 

1880’s that collapsed in controversy. Instead of 

manufacturing gunpowder, Von Bieren led investors 

into debt without ever commencing production. We 

heard and saw photographs of the large home 

(“Ingleside”) Von Bieren built in Manor Road (off 

Powderworks Road) and various parts of the factory.  

But who was Carl Von Bieren and what became of 

him? Dr Amos had his audience enthralled with the 

intriguing background to the street we have all driven 

past so many times. To see more pictures click here  

VOLUNTEERS’ LUNCH 

The committee would like to invite all our wonderful 

volunteers to a lunch on Thursday 26 September at 12 

noon. The lunch will be held at Meals on Wheels in 

Turramurra. No society like ours can manage without 

volunteers and we appreciate what you all do, so we 

hope you will join us at lunch. Please RSVP to Yvette 

Reeve on 0414 249 737 or yreeve@optusnet.com.au 

   

 

mailto:yreeve@optusnet.com.au
http://www.khsnx.com/Aug2019-Temple.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/Aug2019-Temple.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/Aug2019-Temple.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/Aug2019-Temple.htm
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FUTURE TOUR, Thursday Aug 22nd, Tour 2:  
THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM 

Exhibition: William Bligh – hero or Villain? 

Who was Captain William Bligh?  We know him as an 

incredible sailor associated with the infamous mutiny 

on board HMS Bounty in 1789. He is also known as the 

Governor of NSW (1806-1808) who was deposed in the 

only successful military coup in Australian History!  

Besides the Bligh exhibition there will be ample time 

to visit many of the permanent displays and other 

exhibitions. Cost is $40 which includes transport by 

community bus and entry fee. Lunch will be at own cost 

at the fabulous nearby YOTS Café. 

Bookings opened at the KHS Research Rooms 

Saturday 20th July.  Bookings may be made up to 

Saturday 3rd August. 
 

GENERAL MEETING Saturday June 15 

Photographer Harold Cazneaux’ Roseville studio 

At short notice, Sue Rosen, Historian and Heritage 

Consultant, provided a wonderful insight into the life of 

Photographer Harold Cazneauz (1878-1953) and his 

home, Ambleside, in Dudley Avenue, Roseville. 

In 2015 Sue was commissioned by Ku-ring-gai Council 

to undertake a heritage assessment of Ambleside, as the 

home was the subject of a Development Application for 

alterations and additions.  Sue joined forces with 

Architectural Historian Dr Roy Lumby to undertake the 

assessment.  This assignment had a different purpose to 

previous studies of Cazneaux, the artist, in that it was 

focussed on assessing his former home and studio as a 

significant place, and its capacity to reflect on 

Cazneaux’s life and artistic practice.   

This was unusual as few places have been heritage 

listed because of their primary significance related to 

the second assessment criterion, historic association.  

Other places that have been listed are: The Dobell 

House at Lake Macquarie, which is now a house 

museum;  May Gibbs’ house, Nutcote in Neutral Bay;  

Eleanor Dark’s home, Varuna, at Katoomba which is 

now a writer’s retreat;  Norman Lindsay’s home and 

studio at Faulconbridge; Brett Whiteley’s studio in 

Surry Hills and home in Lavender Bay and Grace 

Cossington Smith’s studio in Turramurra. 

Harold Cazneaux (Caz) is recognised as a pioneer of 

the pictorial photographic movement, a founder of the 

Sydney Camera Circle and an advocate for a more 

natural photographic style, reflective of the Australian 

life experience. Across his career, he won 32 awards, 

most of them international.  As well as being an 

influential part of the Sydney and Australian 

photography scene between 1906 and 1952 Caz also 

wrote photography articles, judged numerous 

photographic competitions, was a noted critic and was 

a contributor to international photographic 

competitions around the world. Caz’s grandfather 

Edward, was a portrait and animal painter. His father, 

Pierce, was a photographer and his mother, Emily, was 

a colourist and miniature painter. 

 
His mother and father met while working at Freeman’s 

studios in Sydney in the 1860s and 1870s.  In 1905 Caz 

married Winifred Hodge, a co-worker. Caz purchased 

Ambleside, in his wife’s name, in May 1915 having 

won first prize of £100 in a Kodak photographic 

competition which provided the deposit.  He 

immediately created a suitable darkroom in the rear 

bedroom of the house. 

While working at Freeman’s, Caz found the artificiality 

and stilted nature of the portraits to be monotonous and 

demeaning.  He pursued his interest in pictorial 

photography in his own time, photographing many of 

Sydney’s inner city streets and suburbs, with his 

constant companion, his camera, “The Midg”. In 1918, 

dissatisfied with his job, overworked, and in a dispute 

over his right to undertake freelance work, he resigned 

from Freeman’s. Out of work, 40 years old and 

depressed, he suffered a nervous breakdown and was 

bedridden for 12 months.  He then had a brief stint in a 

city studio but the building was sold a year later, so 

from that time on he worked exclusively from 

Ambleside.  This meant long hours and Caz had to 

maintain a wife and six children.  His five daughters 

became expert assistants in professional studio work. 

In 1920 Caz constructed a studio, with an office alcove, 

which had direct access to the darkroom and its own 

entrance.   The footprint of the studio is extant today.  

Caz found the integration of home and work suited his 

artistic approach, this being unusual for a photographer 

at the time, and he then came to use the address “The 

Studio, Roseville” rather than “Ambleside”. In 1923 a 

garage was constructed.  In 1925 his wife purchased 

the adjoining lot which was, in part, developed as the 

studio garden. Also, a new kitchen, laundry and toilet 

were constructed and, above the verandah, a workroom 

was created in the attic. Between the wars saw the peak 

of Caz’s career. By the late 1920s the family was 

financially stable and he undertook commercial, 

industrial and domestic architectural commissions, as 

well as portraits and social functions. 

The final addition to Ambleside was the construction 

of a separate bedroom for their son, Harold, in 1936. 

Caz’s beloved studio garden has been long removed 

from the context of the house, the block to the east 

containing it being sold in 1955 (Caz having passed 

away in 1953).  In 1962 Winnie, subdivided Lot 31 

retaining the front portion for the house.  After her 

death in 1970, the property was sold and was again sold 

in 2014. The recent work, approved in 2017, maintains 

the space of the upstairs studio.  The front portion of 

the house will be retained.  Sue also commented “As 

for how the house can demonstrate the milieu of Caz’s 

working and home life, that opportunity has been 

incrementally lost starting in 1955 and 1962 with the 

loss of the garden setting and with its sale in the 

1970s”. 
Thanks go to Sue for this extremely interesting insight 

and for stepping in as speaker at the last moment. 

(Notes: Marilyn van Eerde) 
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BOOK REVIEW  

“Sydney Cove, 1789-1790” 
by John Cobley 

[Part 3. See the June 2019 Newsletter for Part 2.] 
The second fleet had arrived. Philip Schaffer, a superintendent on the ill-fated Guardian, which hit an iceberg, wrote 

to Nepean after settling in Rosehill and provided a detailed withering attack on the behaviour of Captain Riou at the 

scene of the disaster, and Riou’s lack of concern at the Cape for those saved who were sick and had lost all their 

goods. 50 men were sent off in longboats after the iceberg collision, most of whom perished. The remainder manned 

the pumps to get water out of the hold. [Ed. - Despite this account Riou was hailed in England as a hero for his 

bravery. See http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/stories/terra-australis-australia/hms-guardian-and-captain-riou ]  
 

A rare event occurred on the 23rd July when a whale swam into Sydney Harbour and attacked four men in a small 

fishing boat. Three drowned, the other rested on the back of the animal before swimming a mile to safety, whence 

the whale toyed with the boat again, tossing it into the air so that it smashed to pieces.  
 

A female convict wrote of the comparison between her voyage on the Juliana and the terrible treatment of convicts 

on the Scarborough, Nelson, and Surprize, claiming the Governor “scolded those ships’ captains a great deal” as 

their treatment of prisoners “was murdering them”. A marine captain described how the prisoners on the Second 

Fleet transports were bound with irons and treated like slaves.  
 

The captain also criticised the way Governor Phillip organised local explorations, showing how inefficient they were 

by not using colts and dams to carry provisions. The captain further observed that money wasted in planting and 

supporting crop production would have been better applied to purchase cattle. He was also realistically critical of 

the ration process and the general unstable plan for progress executed by the Governor, including his exaggeration 

of the output of Rosehill farms.  
 

Governor Phillip wrote numerous letters to authorities back home for dispatch on the Justinian, destined for Norfolk 

Island and beyond. In August, more letters written by various people deplored the arrival of the Second Fleet 

convicts, although more and more prisoners who had been sick were becoming well and turning to the workforce. 

Frequent burials were still common although more weddings started to take place. The courts sat less often until late 

in the month when a convict stole a sheep and was executed. The Surprize left for England on August 1st, the 

Scarborough on August 8th, and the Neptune on August 23rd. Many letters were sent home on these ships. The 

Governor continued to focus on relatively trivial issues rather than the overriding needs of development of the 

community. Much paper was used in describing how convicts concealed themselves on board the departing ships in 

order to escape the local environment. The Governor felt the ships’ masters were to blame and should be prosecuted 

for allowing this to happen, providing detail in a letter to Nepean of the capture of two prisoners just before the 

Neptune sailed, complaining that if Master Trail was not prosecuted “every ship that stops here on her way to China 

will carry off some of the best convicts”. 
 

The Governor’s continuous whining must have been an embarrassment to the authorities back home. He constantly 

referred to his expectations of seeing the Gorgon arrive every day. It’s as if he expected her arrival to solve all his 

problems, rather than getting on with solving the problems himself. [Ed. – of course he was not to know that the 

Gorgon hadn’t yet sailed, and wouldn’t until March of the following year.] 
 

A disconcerting event occurred in September. A party sent to explore Broken Bay came across 50 natives at Manly 

feasting on a dead whale. Among them were Bennelong and Coalby, the latter now relieved of his ankle brace. 

Bennelong was hardly recognizable with a long beard and two more wounds. He indicated that Coalby was now 

married to Barangaroo, whom Bennelong had earlier favoured.  Nanbarry, the young native boy from the settlement 

helped a long verbal exchange. Bennelong offered some whale meat to be gifted to the Governor, who happened to 

be at South Head. He was fetched and joined the group which started to look menacing for no apparent reason. Being 

introduced by Bennelong to a particular native, Governor Phillip advanced to shake hands but the man threw a long 

spear with surprising velocity which penetrated the Governor under the right shoulder, ending at least three inches 

out his back. The boat crew fired muskets and the natives were routed. Back in Sydney the Governor thought he was 

dying but the assistant surgeon, Mr. Balmain removed the spear, applied a dressing and assured the Governor that 

he would live. A later meeting of both parties indicated the attacker was named Wileemarin and was from Broken 

Bay, not a local. He claimed he got scared when Governor Phillip advanced toward him.  
 

An unusual desertion occurred late in the month when 5 convicts secured a boat and sailed out of the harbour. 

Follow-up searches found no trace of the men. Good news was celebrated on October 19th when the Supply returned 

from Batavia. Lieutenant Ball brought back rice, flour and salt provisions, purchased at exorbitant prices. He was 

also forced to pay through the nose to hire the Dutch ‘snow’, Waaksamheyd, (‘Good look out’), and its captain. The 

new ship was expected to follow in several weeks with some of the freight. [Ed. – a ‘snow’ is a two masted square 

rigged vessel with a sharp bow and a trysail mast stepped immediately abaft the main mast]. Two convicts were 

executed for major thefts.  [To be continued in a subsequent newsletter] 
 

http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/stories/terra-australis-australia/hms-guardian-and-captain-riou
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KU-RING-GAI 

RESIDENT?  

 

AUGUST 2019 
 

 
 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

President                 Jenny Joyce                 9440 2131 

Vice President   Lorna Watt     9440 8010 

Treasurer   Annet Latham     9440 3998 

Secretary  Beth Facer     9988 0823 

Immediate Past President 

                                Graham Lewis  9416 5818 

Committee               Richard Facer         9988 0823 

                               Marilyn van Eerde  0418269126 

Family History        Lorraine Henshaw 

Group Committee   (Leader)                    0418221354 

                                Jenny Joyce   

                               (ex Officio)               9440 2131 

                               Yvette Reeve     9987 0904 

                                Jean Smith     9498 4468 

                               Elaine Turnidge     9899 2635 

Appointees 

Accessions              Jennifer Wallin     9983 1871 

Book Sales   Margaret Holland     9488 5452 

Catering  Vicki Williams     9415 8833 

Computer Systems Peter Stehn     9489 9488 

Curators   Ann Barry     9144 6480 

                                Jennifer Harvey     9489 6390 

Built Heritage Group Jennifer Harvey    9489 6390 

Historian Editor       Lorna Watt     9440 8010 

Indexing                   Beth Facer     9988 0823 

Newsletter Editor   Warren Dent   editor@khs.org.au 

Media Liaison    David & Jan Hellstrom    9416 6039 

Public Officer          Helen Whitsed    9416 5825 

Research Team Leader Joan Stebbing     9489 6476 

Tour Contact           Yvette Reeve             0414249737 

Speakers ProgrammeBeverley Dunstan    9419 8526 

Volunteers Coordinator Geoff Little     9449 3131 

Webmaster   Andy Joyce     9440 2131 

Welfare Officer  Jill Nicholson  9144 6948 

 

For members receiving printed copy who want to access the internet, enter http://www.khsnx.com/Aug2019.htm into a 

browser address bar to reach a menu which lists all the embedded electronic links in this Newsletter  

DIARY DATES 

AUGUST 

Saturday 3 11:00am Family History Workshop 

Maps – Online and paper 

 Presenter:  Jenny Joyce 

Saturday 3 2:00pm Family History Meeting 

 Registry of Births, Deaths and 

Marriages:  Past, present and future  

 Presenter:  Amanda Ianna 

Monday 12 German SIG meeting 

Saturday 17   2:00pm General Meeting The Dunbar:  

                      Sydney’s Shipwreck Tragedy 
 Presenter: John Lanser 

Thursday 22 Tour 2: Australian National Maritime 

Museum, Exhibition: Governor Bligh, 

Hero or Villain - Guided Tour 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Saturday 7 11:00am Family History Workshop 

 One Name Studies 

 Presenter:  Jenny Fairs 

Saturday 7 2:00pm Family History Meeting 

 Promise of Better Husbands to Come 

 Presenter:  Garry Smith 

Thursday 19 Tour 3: Police and Justice Museum – 

Guided Tour 

Saturday 21  2:00pm General Meeting: The Fabulous 

Flying Mrs Miller 

 Presenter: Carol Baxter 

 

 

 

© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The 

content may be reproduced as sourced from this 

newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors. 

How to book a tour 
On the 3rd Saturday of each month (except December), 

which are KHS General Meeting days, the Tour Booking 

Table will be open between 10 am and 1:30 pm for 

bookings and receipt of tour booking funds. Payment on 

the day is by cash (preferred) or cheque. If you cannot 

attend at this time please contact Yvette after the 

weekend of the booking at yreeve@optusnet.com.au or 

by phone 0414 249 737 to check for vacancies. If there is 

a vacancy, payment can be made via EFT, details: BSB 

032-083 KHS Account No. 248971 indicating your name 

and tour number. You will be sent an important Tour 

Information Sheet which will become your receipt and 

provide tour pick up details, i.e., time and place. For most 

tours Yvette will keep an Expression of Interest list in 

case of future vacancies. 

 
 

                            Newsletter Deadline 

Please send email copy for publication to 

editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later 

than 13th of each month. Items will only be accepted 

from members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis 

that Ku-ring-gai Historical Society has editing rights 

and that readers can reproduce it in whole or in part 

with acknowledgment. If possible, material should be 

in electronic form, with as little formatting as possible, 

e.g. no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles. 

Research Centre Hours 
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific 

Highway, Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai 

Library. The Centre is open to the public from 10.00 

am to 2.00 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Friday and 

Saturday (except the first Saturday of each month 

when members have a Family History meeting). 

 

mailto:editor@khs.org.au
mailto:yreeve@optusnet.com.au
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