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L eft-handersthrough history

Thefinal general meeting for 2011 waslivened up by an
interesting talk by Bob Davis on The Natural Superiority
of Left-handed People Through History. He started by
telling usthat 10% of theworld’ spopul ation areleft-handers,
and this percentage hasremained constant throughout history,
ascan be seenviaold cave paintingsetc. And thisproportion
isnot limited to humans. About 10% of sea shells spiral to
the right, and 10% of vines spiral to the left, with the other
90% spiralling inthe oppositedirection.

Strangely enough, all polar bears are left-handed, as are
sulphur-crested cockatoos.

Some of the insulting terms that have been used to
describe left-handersinclude Mollydooker (effeminate and
weak), Sinistral (the hand of the devil — wicked and evil),
Gauche (awkward and clumsy) and Cacky-handed (dirty
and unclean). Yet looking at some of theleft-handersthrough
history these descriptions seem inappropriate: Leonardo da
Vinci, Michelangelo, Marcel Marceau, Albert Schweltzer,
Alexander the Great and Robert Baden-Powell.

L eft-handersarefound in profusion in the entertainment
industry, with Rex Harrison, Danny Kaye, Steve McQueen,
Greta Garbo, Kim Novak, Marilyn Monroe and two of the
Beatlesfittinginto that category. World leadersand scientists
like Barack Obama, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush, Julius
Caesar, Albert Einstein, Marie Curie and | saac Newton were
also left-handed. Even the British Royal family contains
many left-handers:. King George VI, Prince Charles and
PrinceWilliam.

In fact, since the left side of the brain controls the right
side of the body, and vice versa, it could be said that |eft-
handersarethe only peopleintheir right mind. And perhaps
it can be said that ambidextrous people are only half-right.

Yet the world often ignores the needs of |eft-handers,
with their right-handed brethren developing scissors and
secateurs that are notorioudly difficult for left-handers to
use, and building spiral staircases that favour right-handed
defenders. Many havealso struggled to learn to knit or play
guitar when taught by a right-hander. Yet sometimes the
left-hander can gain an unexpected advantage. The spiral
staircase may be designed to be defended by aright-hander,
but this meansthat aleft-handed attacker has an advantage.
And a right-hander facing a left-hander in sport or battle
will bein unfamiliar territory, whereas the left-hander will
spend most of his time competing against a right-hander,
and is therefore used to that situation.

Oneinteresting question was posed during question time.
Many identical twinsare mirror-twins, with one being right-
handed and oneleft-handed. Yet how can thisbe, when they
have the same DNA? Bob summed up histalk with aplea

for understanding: “We have aright to be left!”.
Jenny Joyce

General M eeting

Saturday 18 February 2.00 pm
Joseph Fowles Sydney

An accomplished artist and teacher, Joseph Fowlesis
best remembered for his painstakingly accurate
illustrations of Sydney’s streetscapes as they appeared
in 1848, done with theintention of showing the extent
of the city’s progressin the first 60 years.

Our speaker, MARK DUNN, is a professional
historian and researcher of Sydney’s urban history.

Afternoon Teawill beavailable.
Visitor swelcome.

Family History M eeting
Saturday 4 February

WALTZING
MATLLDA

11.00 am “New Resources
on our Intranet”
2.00 pm General
M eeting

“Waltzing Matilda - The
Story behind the Legend” -
speaker islocal identity Bill
Magoffin.

Afternoon Teawill beavailable.
Visitor swelcome.
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Heritage Award

Congratulations to Jennifer Harvey.

Jennifer was presented with the Ku-ring-gai Heritage
Award at the Ku-ring-gai Australia Day Citizen of the Year
presentations.

This award recognised the significant work done by
Jennifer and her Built Heritage (The Historian) team, and
their contribution to the conservation and protection of the
built heritage of Ku-ring-gai.

Thisisavery well deserved award!

New Computer Resources

A new computer resource was added on 17 January —
The Australasian Genealogical Computer Index (AGCI)
Volume 4. This resource contains over 680,000 indexed
names from the Society of Australian Genealogists. It
includes 350,000 death and burial references, 100,000 birth
references, 550,000 names from newspapers and 115,000
names from the NSW Government Gazettes. The dates
covered range from the 1800s to 2009 and include 3,500
references from 120 countries (other than Australasia).

Irish Background Resources

Two new Irish resources have recently been gifted to
the Society. Theseresourcesconsist of numerous databases,
source material and maps for the counties of Roscommon
and Leitrim. Each resource consists of hundreds of PDF
filesand they are not easily madeinto astandal one resource
on our Intranet. They are, however, suitable for in-depth
study by local or family historianswith aspecificinterestin
the countiesof Roscommon or Leitrim. 1f you haveaspecific
interest in these regions, please see either Jo Harrisor Peter

Stehn for access to these resources.
Peter Stehn

Newsdetter | ndex

We now have an index to our Newsl etter on our Intranet.
The index covers the period from our first Newdletter in
1984 to the end of 2011.

Kupedia

Have you checked our computers for Kupedia?

What is Kupedia? Peter Stehn and Jill Armstrong have
been working away, quietly building abeautifully presented
program containing information from The Historian. The
program is similar to Wikipedia, hence the name. Theaim
inthelonger termisto haveall our origina material available
on this program.

Take alook next time you're in the Research Centre!

Society Workshops

The Committeewould liketo know what workshops our
members would like usto run.

Throughout last year we ran workshops that the
Committee suggested, and now we need your input!

If you have a suggestion, please send an email to
khs@khs.org.au or speak to a Committee member.

Special | nterest Groups

Mac Users Group SIG

The next meeting will be on Monday 20 February at
2.00 pm intheresearch rooms. Wewill talk about Dropbox
and iCloud, and any other issues or problemsyou have.

If you have any specific questions, please email themin
advance so they can be circulated to the group for answers.
(jackievb@optusnet.com.au)

No need to book, just turnup. Bring your laptop or iPad
if youlike.

German Research Group SIG

The December meeting covered favourite websites for
German research.

The next meeting is on Monday 13 February at 1.00
pm for a 1.30 pm start, in the meeting room. The theme
of this meeting is “ German research and success since we
last met”.

To help cover room hire costs we are asking for a gold
coindonation.

Scottish Research SIG

The first meeting will be on Monday 27 February at
1.30 pm. Jenny Joyce will give an introductory talk on
Scottish research. Please bring your favourite website to
share.

No need to book.
jackievb@optusnet.com.au

Initial enquiries to

SIGsdon't haveto be started by people who know alot
about a subject — sharing experiencesis areally good way
tolearn ashasbeen shown by thevery active and enthusiastic
German group.

We can help you get started and will probably join in.
Email jackievb@optusnet.com.au if you areinterested, - if
there are enough people, then we' Il get something going.

Jackie van Bergen

Welfare Officer

Elaine Turnidge has kindly agreed to be our Welfare
Officer. If you know of a member who is unwell, or has
died, please let us know as soon as possible at
khs@khs.org.au or phone our rooms 9499 4568, and the
message will be passed on to Elaine.

Notes on the | nvited Speaker’stalk

Each month, someone has beentaking notesontheinvited
Speaker’s presentation, for reporting on the front page of a
subsequent issue of the Newsletter.

Thishasgenerally been one of the Committee members,
but this group is already overloaded by other Committee
business. Sol would bevery grateful if afew other members
would volunteer for thistask.

You would not be expected to do thisjob morethan once
or twice ayear, so it's not very onerous.

If you're interested, please contact me on 9144 6480.
Ann Barry, President
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KHS SpeakersProgram —2012

Saturday —2.00 pm

Sat 21 Jan ELIZABETH DONALDSON

William Dobell: An Artist’s Life. Using images and
video clips, Elizabeth Donaldson of the Dobell House
museumwill talk about thelifeand work of oneof Australia's
greatest artists, a man more at home in the local pub with
his friends than on the international art stage.
Sat 18 Feb MARK DUNN

Joseph Fowles' Sydney. Historian Mark Dunn is
researching the life and varied work of Fowles, an
accomplished colonia artist who is perhaps best known for
hisinvaluabl e description of the mid-19th century city.
Sat 17 Mar MICHAEL WATERHOUSE

Adventures on the New Guinea Goldfields. An
overview of theinter-war history of Australia sinvolvement
in PapuaNew Guineaseen through the prism of gold mining
on the Waw/Bulolo fields from the author of Not a Poor
Man’s Field.
Sat 21 Apr CRAIG WILCOX

LifeinAustraliaduringtheFirst World War. Craig's
talk isbased on his extensive research for aDVA centenary
publication on the effects, at home and abroad, of four years
of war that brought adeath to almost every Australian family.
Sat 19 May COLIN GRIFFITHS

Harry Seidler: Transforming Sydney. Harry Seidler
changed the skyline of Sydney’s CBD with his innovative
tall, high-density buildings affording public spaces and
incredibleviews. Anengaging talk by along-term colleague.
Sat 16 Jun NOELINE KYLE

A Greater Guilt : Constance Emily Kent and the
Road Murder. Anintriguing story of Australian connections
with anotorious crime, centred on thelife of aSydney nurse
who died, aged 100, in the 1940s, by well-known academic
and author, Dr Noeline Kyle.
Sat 21 July TONY GRIFFITHS

Brendorah: World War 11 Artist. Researcher and
author Tony Griffiths has a fascinating tale to tell of Bren
gunsand paint brushesin wartime Lithgow. Comealongto
hear more...
Sat 18 Aug CAROL BAXTER

Captain Thunderbolt and his Lady. Popular author
and well-known genealogist Carol Baxter returns with the
true story of New England bushrangers Frederick Ward and
Mary Ann Bugg, subjectsof her “well-written cracking read”.
Sat 15 Sep TANYA CROTHERS

The Letters and Life of Arthur Wesley Wheen.
Tanyawill speak onthelife of thislittle-known World War |
hero, linguit, artist and writer (and former Gordon Public
School pupil) whose Two Masters was one of the few
contemporary anti-war books.
Sat 20 Oct BARBARA ANGELL

Woman’sWar: TheLifeof WilmaOram YoungA.M.
Do you remember the radio serial White Coolies? Then
come and hear the story of a POW nurse and survivor of
the Bangka I's. massacre who later became the first female
RSL president, told by her biographer, Dr BarbaraAngell.
Sat 17 Nov PAULINE CURBY

Stories from Randwick. Historian Pauline Curby
draws on an abundance of storiesof peopleand placesusing
images and records researched for her award-winning book
on the Municipality of Randwick.

Beverley Dunstan

Memories...

| do enjoy reading TheHistorian whenitisdelivered by
post to my house.

When reading the latest edition this week, | was most
surprised to see (on page 17) a photo of the store, Marcus
Clark’s, where | started my working life.

Thefirst year, 1949, | worked for two weeksin December,
a school holiday position, in the Mail Order Office. This
position was obtained for me through a neighbour, who
worked as atraveller for the firm.

| was invited to apply the next Christmas holidays,
obtained a position in the Country Orders Office, where |
stayed for the next 14 months.

Thefirmwaslikea‘Big Family’.

We had a lunch room, games room and even a lending
library, all much used by staff, on thetop floor.

| still correspond with a friend who worked with mein
Country Orders.

| remember Sir Marcus, sitting in his office on the 1st
floor, where outside in the corridor the travellers would sit
and write up their journals.

When | left there | went to work for a Chartered
Accountant at the other end of town.

| so enjoyed my time at Railway Square. Whenthefirm
finaly closed, | visited with my eldest child, just to say
goodbyeto my original bossand fellow workers, and to Frank
who worked the staff lift for years.

| am happy to seethe building still standing, now part of
TAFE.

Many thanksto Jennifer Harvey and theteam for bringing
back such happy memories for me.

Shirley Morley

Society'sDisplay Cases

Jocelyn Brennan-Horley continuesto do an outstanding
job updating our displays, this time with “Women of Ku-
ring-gai” and the “Gordon Public School”. Beautifully
done as dways. Thank you Jocelyn.

Remembrance Day: 11 November 2011

e -;j- |
R
A class of 9 year olds from Ravenswood visited our
rooms on Remembrance Day, and observed Council’'s 11

am ceremony across the road.
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KHSweb sitereport 2011

Our web site has been running smoothly sincewe moved
to anew web host during 2010, and we thought you might
be interested in a short summary of its usage over the year
2011. We maintain detailed logs of all traffic, so we know
that in the 12 months we had:

Number of visits 23,003
Uniquevisitors 13,949

Average no of visits 1.65 per uniquevisitor
Pages visited 57,426

Average pages 2.50 per visit

Our visitorscomefromall over theworld. Thefollowing
shows the percentage of pages visited from a selection of
countries: Australia (61), USA (15), Japan (7), Germany (4),
Gt Britain (3), Netherlands (2), NZ (0.4).

Somevisitorsleavevery quickly; otherslinger: 0-30 secs
(74%), 30-120 secs (8%), 2-5 mins (5%), 5-15 mins (5%),
15-30 mins (3%), 30-60 mins (3%), 1 hour + (1%).

There is quite some interest in our old Newsletters,
representing seven of the top ten downloads. But the top
download was our online library catalogue, with 513
downloads since it first became available, mid-year. Our
research services were also popular, with the research
request form being downloaded 375 times. Our “What's
On?’ download (linked from our home page, and detailing
meetingsetc. over the next month or so), also proved popular.

The web pages visited were concentrated on family and

local history: Home page 4,903
Family History Group 2,520
Local History pages 12,305
The Historian and itsindex 17,016
Search whole site 1,761
Publications 1,484
About KHS 1,318
Research 1,262
Built heritage 1,006
Contact 958
Others 12,893

N.B.: “Family History Group” and “ Built Heritage” above
relate to the two individual pages describing those two
subjects; many of the visits to our Search, Research, and
TheHistorianindex pagesarelikely to havea so been rel ated
tofamily and local history, and to built heritage.

Our visitors are 75% PC users, 17% Macintosh,
Linux, 6% unknown or dribs and drabs.

55% used I nternet Explorer astheir browser, 15% Firefox,
14% Safari, 7% Chrome, 9% other.

58% visited us by entering a direct address, by using a
bookmark/favourite, or by clicking on alink in/on an email/
website. Another 36% reached us by using a search engine
— 33% with Google, and just 3% using 20 other search
engines!

We also know the 8,585 various search phrases people
used to find us with search enginesin 2011. Most used the
Ku-ring-gai name, albeit with many spellings. Suburb names
were also popular, in conjunction with theword “ history”.

Reviewing these details helps us identify whether we
can make our sitemoreuseful, or relevant pagesmorereadily

found. Graham Lewis, KHS webmaster

1%

TheHistorian on Killara

Over the next two years The Historian crew is planning
issues on the part of Killara east of the highway, that were
grantsto William Foster, Edwin Booker, Eleanor Oatley and
JD Lang, and James Bradley.

Streetsinclude: Arnold &, Arthur St, BruceAve, Cecil St
(Gordon), Forsyth &, Garnet St, Greengate Rd, I1leroy Ave,
Kalang Ave, Kardella Ave, Karranga Ave, Kylie Ave,
Locksley S, LorneAve, Lynwood Ave, MapleAve, Marian
S, Maytone Ave, Montah Ave, Northcote Ave, Nyora S,
Pacific Hwy, Powell &, Redgum Ave, Rosebery Rd and
Werona Ave.

If you have family or local stories, recollections,
reminiscences or photographs — or know of anyone who
does — we would love to hear from you.

We can scan photos and photocopy documents, so
precious items can be returned on the spot. Please contact
KHS at 9499 4568, Jennifer Harvey 9489 6390, or Kathie
Rieth 9416 1587 or frithie@netdata.com.au

Seeking contact for photograph
| gave atalk at :

your Society in
April 2010 on my
recently- published
book Sydney
Harbour: A
History.

A member of
the audience,
whom | thought
was also amember
of the Society,
identified the
subject of aHarold
Cazneaux
photograph I
displayed of a
sailor titled the
‘ShipsCat’.

| wrote down thelady’s name, but now have midaid that
folder.

Would this person please contact me, Dr lan Hoskins,
Nth Sydney Council Historian, Stanton Library, 9936 8430.

Quizanswers(seep. 8for Questions)
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KHS SeniorsWeek Program 2012

Venue: Gordon library meeting rooms
Sart time; 10.30am
Cost: Taksarefree, thanksto a SeniorsWeek grant
fromthe NSW Government.
Includes. Morningtea
Bookingsare essential: phone 9499 4568 (10 am - 2
pm), or email khs@khs.org.au

Thursday 15 March 2012

How to Research your Family History

Vice-President of the Ku-ring-gai Historical Society and
leader of the family history group, local identity Jo Harris
will giveahighly entertaining presentation on getting started
with researching your family history. Thiswill befollowed
by adiscussion over morning tea, then the opportunity to do
somehandson researchinthe Ku-ring-gai Historical Society
research roomswith the help of volunteersfrom the Family
History Group.

Monday 19 March 2012

How can | get more out of Google?

These days it seems almost everything is available on
the Internet, and Google seems to be the key to finding the
information. But most people don't know how to really
harness the power of Google, or the treasures that it can
uncover. This talk will teach you how to use Google
effectively, along with the wealth of tools that Google
provides.

Tuesday 20 March 2012

How do | find out who's been slegping in my house?

Jennifer Harvey offers tips to help you uncover the
history and mysteries of your Ku-ring-gai house. Thiswill
be followed by a discussion over morning tea, then the
opportunity to have hands on experience in the research
rooms.

Sate Records Globe Street to closel

The following notice recently appeared on the State
Records website: “Effective from 30 June 2012 State
Recordswill closeits city reading room at 2 Globe Street.”

Thisisvery disappointing and will cause agreat deal of
inconvenience to many people. The only option will be to
travel to St Marys.

The Arthur Phillip Chapter

of the Fellowship of First Fleeters
TheArthur Phillip Chapter isthe North Shore affiliate of
the Fellowship of First Fleeters, a National organisation
established in 1968. The Chapter welcomes all enquiries
from people who are interested in the heritage and history
relating to the First Fleet and the people who first settled
Australia. At our friendly meetings the general businessis
conducted first, followed by an interesting program, e.g. guest
speaker, exchange of family history information, or other
topics of mutual interest. Our members often join social
activities of the Fellowship of First Fleetershead office, and
we organise our own excursions to places of interest.
If youwould like to know more about the Fellowship of
First Fleeterslog onto www.fellowshipfirstfleeters.org.au

13th Australasian Congress on

Genealogy and Heraldry
28-31 March 2012 at Adelaide Convention Centre.
www.congress2012.org.au
Speakersinclude:

Colleen Fitzpatrick, a Forensic Geneal ogist who
worked on the identification of the Unknown Child on
the Titanic and the Amelia Earhart Project.
Overseas speakers from:

* the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah
e Cornwall Family History Society, UK
* Guild of One-Name Studies
» Nationa Archives, UK
 Findmypast
There will be a pre-Congress tour of archival
repositories such as:

» SA Genealogy and Heraldry Society Library, Unley
» State Records of SA, Adelaide
» Nationa Archives of Australia (SA Branch),
Adelaide
o State Library of SA, Adelaide

* Maritime Museum, Port Adelaide

FromTheBuilder & Contractors News

5 May 1888 p. 284
“Thefoundation stone of St John’shall, Gordonwaslaid
on Saturday afternoon with Masonic honours by Mr John
Liggins, WM of the St Leonard’s Samaritan Lodge, 1654,
EC. Thebuilding, whichwill occupy apieceof rising ground
contiguousto the Church of St John the Evangelist, isto be
of cruciform design, 100ft x 50ft, though the present intention
coversonly half thedimensionsindicated, the materialsbeing
brick, with stone foundations, and accommodation will be
temporarily provided for 250 persons.”

Richmond Presbyterian Cemetery

Great news from Jonathan Auld on the Rootsweb aus-
nsw-hills-hawkesbury-hunter-valley list. Thanks to the
volunteers who have produced this resource for those of us
with Hawkesbury ancestors.

Just a heads up for those listersinterested in cemeteries
located in the Hawkesbury. We have completed the
Richmond Presbyterian Cemetery, with all of the headstone
transcriptions and photographs now available onlinefor you
toview. Information can beviewed at the following url:

http://www.hawkesbury.net.au/cemetery/
richmond_presbyterian/index.html

from Jill Ball’s blog

Lindfield Laundry query

“1 lived in Highfield Road growing up, and my mother
used the Lindfield Laundry in Provincial Road. A friend
said it was staffed by unmarried mothers. | am trying to
find some history about it. There doesn’t seem to be any
information about the Lindfield Laundry, apart from afew
photos of vans.”

Any information to khs@khs.org.au please.

January/February 2012
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FAMILY MATTERS

November Family History Meeting

11.00 am Session

16 members attended the morning session where Jo
Harris introduced two new local resources. 1788-1825
Arrivals & Departures NSW and 1826-1837 Free
Passengers to NSW. Lucille Taylor had a ‘Yes' moment
when Jo found the arrival of her ancestor, John Smith Glover,
for her.

Severa recent databases were explored including New
Zealand Early Settlers Locator and Inverell Cemeteries.
First Fleeter, Alan Beresford, who is descended from a
marine, spoke about the chart his Soci ety has produced which
lists al the First Fleeters under the name of the ship on
which they sailed to Botany Bay. Copies are available for
purchase for $20.

Members who attended received two useful handouts
listing Local Resources.

2.00 pm Session

Jo Harris opened the meeting by welcoming everyone
especially Wendy Blaxland, guest speaker for the afternoon
session.

Speaker

Jo introduced the guest speaker, Wendy Blaxland, local
resident, teacher, author and descendant of early settlers.

Her presentation was entitled ‘ The Blaxland Family —
an odd mob’ and was divided into four sections.

John and Gregory Blaxland were gentleman farmers
from Kent, friends of Sir Joseph Banks, and came to NSW
in 1808. They prospered, although they didn’t get on with
any of thegovernors, and built impressive homes (Newington
in Silverwater and Brush Farm House in Eastwood, both
now fully restored). Gregory Blaxland with Lawson and
Wentworth crossed the Blue Mountainsin 1813 and Wendy
iswriting aplay for the bicentenary in 2013.

Audrey Blaxland (nee Cunningham), Wendy’s mother, was
an actress who founded Pymble Players. She aso taught
dramaat the Marion Street Drama School and then founded
the Marion Street Children’s Theatre.

Elizabeth Blaxland, Wendy’s aunt, was ascul ptor involved
in making the figures at the Hyde Park War Memorial. She
was aso an art teacher at East Sydney Tech.

Wendy Blaxland isawriter of children’sbooks, bothfiction
and non-fiction, and plays. Sheisactively involved in the
Marion Street Children’s Theatre, where she encourages
interactivity between the actors and the audience. Her
cookery books won her a ‘Highly Commended’ in the
children’s fiction competition of the Women Writers'
Association.

After a lively performance that kept the audience
enthralled, avote of thanks was given by Eleanor Dawson,
also a Head Prefect of Abbotsleigh like Wendy Blaxland,
for an entertaining, memorableand informative presentation.
Raffle: The raffle was won by Elaine Turnidge who chose
‘Australian Pub Crawl’ by Douglas Baglin and Yvonne
Austin.

Based on notes by Jean Smith

December Family History Meeting

There was no 11.00 am Session

2.00 pm Session — Jo Harris opened our final meeting for
the year with a specia Christmas afternoon tea to follow.
Jo welcomed dl in attendance with a special welcome to
visitors, Arthur Delbridge and Catherine Smart. Therewere
several apologies, which werelisted in the attendance book,
including the news that our Joyce Ryerson was in hospital
having suffered a stroke recently. There were 45 in
attendance.

There had been very successful visitsfrom Ravenswood,

the Blue Mountains FHG and the First FleetersLocal Chapter
to our rooms. Jo advised all about this First Fleeters Local
Chapter which meets on the 3rd Friday of the month in the
meeting room downstairs, and suggested attendees advise
any family and friends, who may have First Fleetersin their
family tree, of thisLoca Chapter.
“Family Tree Connections’” — See the latest edition in
the rooms — advice that “Random Acts of Genealogical
Kindness’ isnow defunct, much to theindignation of many
users, who have commented about the loss — see also Tate
Family photo page 32.

Reminder to see other Publicationswhich areregularly
sent to the Society. There were no Acquisitions listed
during thelast month.

Book Reports from members: Angela Lind — “Diaries of
Elizabeth MacArthur’; Heather Davidson—* A Left-handed
History of the World”; Elaine Turnidge, having recently
visited Ross in Tasmania, had pleasure in presenting to Jo
“Convict Livesat the Ross Female Factory” which had been
launched a week before her visit; Jo Harris now has 3
volumesof “Living Stones’; Jo aso spoke about “ Turmoail,
Tragedy to Triumph” about Italians in the 1880s who on
emigrating had been |eft in New Caledonia— discovered by
Reverend George Brown, aMethodist Missionary from the
British Missionary Society, living in Gordon — who then
organised through Henry Parkesthat a ship be sent to bring
them to Australia provided that they worked for 2 years —
thisthey did, then settled inthe Richmond River area, northern
NSW; areais called New ltaly.

Special Items — Congratulations to Jenny Joyce for her
article printed in Family Tree Maker Great Britain magazine
Page 63; alsoto Jill Ball for articlein“Inside History”; also
to Jocelyn Brennan-Horley, anew granddaughter; Jo Harris
100 yearsof her family’sattendance at Ravenswood; Elaine
Turnidge's visit to St David's Park, Hobart, formerly St
David'sBurial Ground, where her convict ancestor, Edward
Babington and also Mary, his wife, had been buried; Joy
Walker and her persistence in checking ‘Houses For Sale
notices, discovered the home designed and built in Neutral
Bay by her architect grandfather was included — this home
has her family crest in awindow — Joy contacted the agent
and hopesto visit soon —enjoy the visit Joy.

General Business — Jo thanked al those who help in so
many ways to make this Group such a happy one — special
thanksto Jill Nicholson, who was an apol ogy, but who came
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in the morning to set up for our Christmas Party, and to all
otherswho help with afternoon teas, and at thisfinal meeting
for theyear, Jo thanked the Family History Group Committee
and others who always help to carry out the jobs to make
the meetings happy and successful, and wished all aMerry
Christmas and Happy New Year.

Beverley Robinson thanked Jo for al she does with the
Group and the KHS — Yvette Reeve spoke how, having met
Jo several yearsago, thishad changed her life and the special
friends she has made.

The Christmas Raffle Hamper was won by Peter Perry.
“FREE CHOICE NEWS’ otherwise“*SHOW AND TELL”
Florence Smart: showed 7 year old MariaHadfield'sCross
Stitch Sampler —Maria, her grandmother, cametoAustralia
aged 19, married, son Hubert married Florence Mary Pymble,
they had Rosedale Dairy.

Elaine Turnidge: showed special Christmas Bear and ET.
Lucille Taylor: had pleasure visiting Mavern Hill Estate
on a wak through Burwood, Croydon areas where her
family had lived for many years — John Smith Glover had
been Grocers.

Jenny Joyce: showed her husband’s keepsake of his
grandfather, Thomas Gibbons Joyce' s Flat Cap from County
Durham — Jenny’s son is Tommy after his GGFather.
Marie Rumsey: showed a 168 year old vest, sewn with
tiny stitches, worn under a binder, made for her GGFather
by his GGMother at 90 years of age.

Graham L ewis: showed aPowder Puff and Bowl of swan’s
down and ivory owned by his GGGGFather —who had been
in the music publishing business — was a virtuoso oboist —
had avaried musical career in Canadaand London—Graham
also has a scrapbook which has a page of sunburnt skin off
the GGGGFather’'s back.

Eleanor Dawson: showed framed paintings by her Paternal
GMother, an artist from Collingwood in 1850s— her father’'s
grandparents shown Page 149 in Wilbert Burchell’s book
on East Melbourne — he, a carpenter, and his wife came as
newlyweds and free settlers to the colony.

Beverley Robinson: showed us her Sickinger spinning
whedl, madeinthe Black Forest areaof Germany —Beverley
has made history herself, and showed us a lovely rug she
had made after spinning the wool — Beverley has been
spinning and learning with Jo for 31 years — remember
Sleeping Beauty, there can be sharp points on the spindle.
Jo Harris: Jo had her GGGGMother’s gold chain around
her neck which had an emerald in the hand clasp — not just
any necklace, but in days of old it was a Belcher Muff
Chain, hence the clasp — Jo took it to an ‘Antique Show
and Tell’ and wasimmediately offered agreat deal of money
for it —she has kept it! Jo also told us about her Skeleton
Clock in aglass dome, a Fussee 8 day lifetime mechanical
clock —made by Robert Harvey Cox whaose brother William
Cox came to Australia in 1800 and in 1814 Governor
Macquarie commissioned him to supervise the road over
the Blue Mountains.

Based on notes by Elaine Turnidge

BUILT HERITAGE

Fox Valley Road, Warrawee
On3April,
courtesy of the
owners and
Nationa Trust,
Mahratta, on
the corner of
Fox Valley
Road and the
highway, and |, .*
Nos30and51 |
Fox Valley Rd &
are to be
opened to
members.
Bookings are essential.

Thehousesarewell worth avisit. Mahratta, statelisted,
a superb example of Art Deco architecture, was designed
in 1941 by Douglas Agnew for Thomas A Field of meat
wholesalers TA Field Pty Ltd. 30 Fox Valley Rd, Marsovia,
was designed in 1905 by Thomas J Darling for solicitor
George A Raves, and 51, Rarawai, in 1906 by George W
Durrell for engineer Robert Dixon and his wife Margaret.

Residential development began herein the early 1900s.
Of the eight private residents living along the road in 1905
two weretimber cuttersand threewerefruit growers. Within
the next few years professional men built large homes to
housetheir families, well away from the pollution and disease
of the city.

Of the eleven propertiesin Fox Valley Rd listed on Ku-
ring-gai’s LEP, seven are located between Mahratta and
AdaAve. Thisgroup contains houses designed by some of
Sydney’s most prominent architects.
¢16 Purulia, designed in 1916 by W Hardy Wilson as his
family home;

*30 Marsovia by TJ Darling;

¢33 Glenorie, designed in 1910 by John Reid for his
neighbour AW Crocker;

¢35 Rothiemay, designed in 1939 by F Glynn Gilling for
Hubert Field, replacing the earlier house designed by John
Reid in 1906;

38 Aleuria, designed in 1929 by Bruce Dellit ashisfamily
home;

*40 built in 1933, possibly designed by Stacey Neave, for
the Metzners;

47 Somerset, built in the late 1930s, home of the Conrow
family and believed designed by Aaron Bolot and EC Fitt.
Not listed are:

26 designed in 1954 by Professor Ross Thorne, architect
and theatre historian, for his mother Jess and father Ledlie
G Thorne, author of A history of North Shore Sydney;
¢34 and 36 built for daughters of Herbert McDouall, owner
of No 30 from 1924 until hisdeath in 1947. Sydney Ancher
was commissioned to design No 34 in 1949 and Ancher
Mortlock & Murray to design No 36in 1957,

o44 for Claude Medway Cox, designed in 1954 by Felix
Tavener, design architect for the Qantas Building;

¢49, originaly a smaller house, atered and extended by F
Glynn Gilling to suit hisfamily.

If you aren’t amember of the Trust and can’'t go and see
the three houses when they are open, do walk aong this
stretch one day. It is probably one of the few streets in
Sydney in which so small an area contains so diverse a
representation of our architectural heritage. kathie Rieth

Marsovia
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Copy for Newd etter

General copy for publication should be lodged with the
Editor, Bob Barry (bob_barry @optusnet.com.au), as
ear ly as possible but no later than the 15th of the month
(except November and December), unless otherwise
arranged. Copy lodged before that date will receive
preference, all things being equal. Copy is to be
submitted on the understanding that the Society has
editing rights and that readers can reproduce it in
wholeor part with acknowledgement. Material should
preferably bein electronic form.

New Members

We extend a warm welcome to members who have
recently joined the Society.

StellaAndreoni Lindfidd

Jan Cooper Pymble
Donad Davis Gordon
Roger & Catherine Parker Pymble

John Warburton Whale Beach

We hope you find your membership rewarding, and |ook
forward to your participation in our activities.

Quiz (answersp. 4)

1. Carnarvon Road, Roseville was named to celebrate:
a) The opening of the Suez Canal. b) The landing of
the Mayflower. ¢) The opening of Tutankhamen’stomb
in 1822. d) Thelanding of the “Earl of Carnarvon” in
Port Phillipin 1867.

2. Lockdey Street, Killara(formerly Marian &, pre-railway
line) was named after:

a) Theoriginal house there. b) John Gilmour Lockley.
¢) Mrs Locksley a character from Dickens. d) The
NSW town of Locksley.

3. Narelle Avenue, Pymble was named after:

a) Narelle Hobbs who died in Egypt. b) Narelle Smith
who diedin 1962. c) Narelle Thomaswho died at Bega.
d) Narelle Carver who died in 1943.

4. Reely St, North Turramurra was named after:

a) William Morris Reely. b) Johan Henri Rhule c) A
local fisherman’s creek. d) ThomasH Really who died
at Coonamble.

Jo Harris

Research CentreHours

The Society’s Research Centreis at 799 Pacific Highway,
Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai Library.

The Centreisopen to the public from 10.00 amto 2.00 pm
on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday (except
the 1t Saturday of each monthwhen membershaveamesting).
Itisclosed over the Christmas period and on public holidays.

© Copyright isvested in the Ku-ring-gai Historical
Society Inc. and the authors.
The content may be reproduced as sourced from this
Newsletter and with acknowledgment to named authors.

Diary Dates
Sat 4 Feb  Family History Meeting
11.00 am New Resources on our Intranet
2.00 pm General Meeting
“Waltzing Matilda - The Story behind
the Legend” - speaker local identity Bill
Magoffin.
Sat 18 Feb 2.00 pm Society General Meeting
Joseph Fowles' Sydney
Speaker: Mark Dunn
Sat 3Mar  Family History Meeting
11.00 am “Immigration” with Jenny
Joyce.
2.00 pm General Meeting
“My First Fleet Family” - Three
speakers fromthelocal Arthur Phillip
Chapter of the Fellowship of First
Fleeters Inc.
Sat 17 Mar 2.00 pm Society General Meeting
Adventures on the New Guinea
Goldfields
Speaker: Michael Waterhouse
Adminigration
President Ann Barry 91446480
Vice Presidents Jo Harris 94894393
Jennifer Harvey 94896390
Treasurer Doug Milne 94872853
Minute Secretary Yvette Reeve 9987 0904
Immed. Past President Kevin Callinan 99831525
Committee members Jenny Joyce 94402131
Graham Lewis 94165818
Peter Stehn 94899488
Jackievan Bergen 94033044
Lorna Watt 94408010
Appointees
Accessions Jennifer Wallin 99831871
Book Sales Carol Rodgers 94838789
Catering Supplies GlynneMcGregor 99831124
Jill Nicholson 91446948
Computer Systems Manager Peter Stehn 94899488
Curators Jennifer Harvey, Ann Barry
Family History Leader Jo Harris 94894393
Family History Committee  Jean Smith 94984468
Jenny Joyce 94402131
Beverly Robinson 99883775
Elaine Turnidge 98992635

The Historian Editor: Jennifer Harvey
with Kathie Rieth, Bob Ross

Indexing: Judi Oliver
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Newsletter Editor Bob Barry 91446480
Publicity Sue Dunston 94988720
Public Officer Helen Davies 94983754
Research Team Max Farley, Jo Harris, Jennifer Harvey,
Beverly & Bruce Robinson, Trish
Thomson, Trevor Whitehead
Speakers Programme Beverley Dunstan 94198526
Volunteers Roster Heather Davidson 91441844
Webmaster GrahamLewis 94165818
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