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SATURDAY September 7 

11.00am FAMILY HISTORY WORKSHOP 
TOPIC Parish Records and “Brickwalls” 
 

Two short webinars from State Archives, one on Parish 

Records and one on “Brickwalls” will be presented. 
 

2.00pm FAMILY HISTORY MEETING  
Promise of Better Husbands to Come 

Presenter: Garry Smith 
 

Marriage and divorce in early colonial NSW were 

actually strange bed-fellows. Once a woman was 

wedded to a man, divorcing the man was not an easy 

matter.  This is the story of Hannah Barnes who married 

William Luxon in England in 1850.  Hannah and 

William made the move to the Colony of NSW in 1852. 

  Visitors Welcome                Afternoon Tea Available 

 
FUTURE TOUR, Thursday Sep 19th, Tour 3: 

Separate conducted tours of: 

Museum of Sydney (Convict Colony to Global City) 

& Police and Justice Museum (Cops and Robbers) 

Our morning tour will be to the Museum of Sydney 

where our guide will tell us a little about our city’s 

complex, curious and, at times, confronting past. We 

will discover the history of the first Government House 

and stories of the people and events that shaped the city 

we know today. These stories include the First Fleet 

ships, Sydneysiders’ purchases in the early colony and 

much more.  

Our visit will also allow time to view the exhibition 

“Songs of Home”, the little-known story of music 

played and enjoyed in NSW during the first 70 years of 

the colony. 

After lunch (at own cost at the City Extra Restaurant at 

the Quay), we will make our way to the nearby 19th 

Century Water Police Station and Court to discover 

how law and order on Sydney’s waterfront was 

maintained. Our guide will tell the story of the 1894 

Bridge Street Affray during which officers from the 

Water Police Station battled on the city streets with a 

group of ferocious thieves, forever changing the course 

of Sydney’s policing history. Plus much more. 

Travel will be by train. Cost $35 which includes venue 

charges. Bookings will close Saturday 7th September. 
 

 SATURDAY September 21 

2.00pm GENERAL MEETING: The Fabulous 

Flying Mrs Miller  

Presenter: Carol Baxter 

When young Jessie left suburban Melbourne and her 

newspaperman husband in 1927, little did she know 

that she'd become the first woman to complete an 

England to Australia flight or fly the first air race for 

women with Amelia Earhart, or that she would 

disappear over the Florida Straits feared lost forever, 

only to charm her way to a rescue. Nor could she have 

predicted that five years later she'd find herself at the 

centre of one of the most notorious and controversial 

murder trials in United States history. 

 

Carol Baxter is the author of many highly acclaimed 

books about fascinating people including An 

Irresistible Temptation, Captain Thunderbolt and His 

Lady, Black Widow and The Peculiar Case of the 

Electric Constable, published in the United Kingdom 

and around the world. She lives in Sydney and is a 

fellow of the Society of Genealogists, and has made 

previous presentations to KHS in the field of 

genealogy. 
 

Visitors Welcome                Afternoon Tea Available 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Elizabeth COLLISON, Milsons Point 

Angela BEAN, Pymble 

Mary HASSEY, Wollstonecraft 

Christine LATTIMORE, Roseville 

Jennifer ROXBURGH, Northbridge 

Hugh BLACKET, Killara 

   

For members receiving printed copy who want to access the internet, enter http://www.khsnx.com/Sep2019.htm 

into a browser address bar to reach a menu which lists all the embedded electronic links in this Newsletter  
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FUTURE TOUR DATES 

September Thursday 19th – Tour 3: Sydney Museum 

& Police and Justice Museum – Separate guided Tours 

October Monday 28th – Exploring Ku-ring-gai 

Mystery Tour. Final offering of this very interesting 

tour. 

November Thursday 7th – Tour 5: State Archives 

December Thursday 5th – Tour 6: Brisbane Waters 

History & End-of Year Cruise 

 

FUTURE TOUR, Thursday November 7th, Tour 5:  

NSW State Archives 

More details will be available in the October 

Newsletter. This visit has been brought forward from 

2020 due to the interest created in the recent July 

Family History meeting when Emily Hanna’s webinar 

on “The Colonial Secretary’s Correspondence” was 

viewed. Her information opened the door to the many 

varied aspects of our State Archives.  

Further, on Saturday 12th October, at the upcoming 

‘Exploring the Past’ conference at Knox, Martyn 

Killion, Director of Collections, Access and 

Engagement at the State Archives, will present methods 

on how to successfully use the collections for family 

research. 
 

FAMILY HISTORY MEETINGS 

Saturday August 3 

11.00am Session 

21 members attended the morning session which was 

chaired by Jenny Joyce. After welcoming members, 

Jenny gave details about the NSW/ACT Conference in 

October at Knox and reminded everyone that Early 

Bird bookings are now closed. Neil Falconer spoke 

about bookings for the Australian National Maritime 

Museum Tour in August and the Volunteers Lunch in 

September. 

Jenny then distributed a handout for the morning talk 

covering ‘Websites for Maps’. She first covered 

Topographic Maps which include contour lines, 

buildings and other features. She also covered UK 

Ordinance Survey Maps which give many details that 

help with the historical context of the inhabitants’ lives. 

Pre 1974, Maps of the English Counties show 

development of settlements where our ancestors lived 

and the changes that have occurred over time. The 

National Library of Scotland has maps of the whole of 

the UK not just Scotland. When searching for ancestors 

an important question is to ask, ‘Is it plausible that a 

couple could meet and marry if there is a mountain to 

be climbed between them?’ Jenny also displayed Alan 

Godfrey Maps (circa 1900), Subdivision Maps, Booth’s 

Poverty Maps of London, Trench Maps and Atlases for 

single counties or districts. For Ireland she 

demonstrated Griffith’s Valuation Maps online. All 

these maps can be purchased online and posted to 
Australia, often without having to pay postage on them. 

All the maps were placed on the desk for members to 

 consult during the lunch break. 
 

At the conclusion of the morning session there was a 

sausage sizzle and drinks in the courtyard with profits 

going to help the cost of the conference. 
 

2.00pm Session 

Lorraine Henshaw opened the meeting by repeating the 

morning’s announcements and Neil Falconer gave the 

Tours information. 

Speaker 

Lorraine then welcomed our speaker, Amanda Ianna, 

the Registrar of NSW Births, Deaths and Marriages, 

who had spoken at the recent Australian Conference in 

Sydney. Her talk was titled ‘Past, Present and Future’ 

and covered registration from 1788 to 2019 and 

onwards as far as could be seen. The first registration 

was at sea on a First Fleet ship in 1788 and the first on 

land in NSW was under a tree at Sydney Cove. Various 

changes occurred over time as follows: 

• 1788 – 1825 all events were conducted by the 

Church of England (C of E) 

• 1826 – 1839 saw the beginning of legal regulations. 

Eight acts were passed in NSW and signed by the 

reigning British Monarch. Under George IV all 

marriages had to be registered with the C of E. under 

William IV minimum marriage age was 21 and 

records were all sent to the C of E, and only C of E 

marriages were recognised as valid 

• 1840 – 1879. Under Queen Victoria ministers had to 

be registered to perform marriages 

• In 1856 the Register Office was set up in Sydney. 

Births had to be registered within 60 days and deaths 

within 30 days 

• In 1902 birth certificates were introduced and in 

1944 extracts became available. All entries used ink 

and paper 

• From 1951 to 1978 all entries were photographed for 

issuing certified copies and this continued to 2001.  

• In 1977 the office moved to Bridge Street and 

electronic registration was available 

• 1978 saw the beginning of the Age of Technology 

and the ABC launched a program called ‘Hatch, 

Match and Dispatch’ starring Amanda Ianna. Babies 

can be registered from anywhere and mobile phones 

are often used as the time limit is now 21 days 

BDMs are not in the Treasury budget so money is hard 

to find for future options. Two possible options might 

be: 

• Implanting an ID chip in a baby at birth so there 

would be no need for a certificate  

• Instant certificates available online 
 

Several interesting questions were asked after which 

Neil Falconer thanked Amanda and presented her with 

a Ku-ring-gai book and bag. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

There is no report this month as our Treasurer is 

enjoying a well-deserved holiday. 
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CHRISTMAS IN JULY LUNCHEON, 

Tour 1, Thursday July 25 

The KHS ‘Christmas in July’ luncheon and get together 

at the fabulous Magpies Club exceeded all 

expectations, as usual. The welcoming table layout and 

Christmas decorations added markedly to the collegiate 

feeling for the day. Our meal, which included a very 

special dessert, was very much appreciated by all. 

GENERAL MEETING Saturday Jul 20 

The Pope’s Architect in Australia 

A good audience of members and visitors heard 

Emeritus Professor Don Napper present an illuminating 

talk on William Wilkinson Wardell FRIBA, a skilled 

architect who designed a number of churches 

(especially Roman Catholic), cathedrals and other 

prominent public buildings in Sydney and Melbourne.  

William Wardell (1823-1899) was a complex man and 

difficult to work with. In that sense he was rather like 

Francis Greenway, another major contributor to 

Australia’s architecture. Wardell, however, was not a 

pauper. He was well-educated. 

Wardell ran away to sea, but soon became indentured 

to a railway construction engineer. While travelling for 

that work he visited, studied, even became obsessed by, 

churches and their designs.  

He was inspired to become an architect. His first church 

design was St Birimi, Dorchester on Thames (1846), a 

neo-Gothic design. Neo-Gothic churches (cathedrals), 

such as Sydney’s St Mary’s, are characterised by 

pointed windows and arches and decorated, with a steep 

roof which needs (flying) buttresses to reduce stresses. 

The churches were designed to ‘point to heaven’. A 

good example is Chartres Cathedral. 

An inspiration for Wardell was Augustin Pugin, who 

had designed Roman Catholic churches in the United 

Kingdom, and also the tower for Big Ben. Wardell 

designed St Mary’s Church in Clapham (1851), 

regarded by many as his best (although Pugin didn’t 

like it). Wardell had been elected FRIBA at the 

relatively young age of 27. 
Diagnosed with TB at age 44 Wardell moved to 

Melbourne and lived to 76. His achievements preceded 

him.  At this point Professor Napper summarised the  

man’s achievements in three stages. 

 Stage 1. 1846-1858. He designed about 30 Roman 

Catholic churches in the United Kingdom (14 remain). 

He was asked to design St Patrick’s Cathedral in 

Melbourne, which took 40 years to build. 

Stage 2. 1858-1878. During this stage Wardell had to 

take on non-church design commissions, such as St 

John’s College (University of Sydney). He was 

appointed Chief Architect and Inspector-General of 

Public Works. He designed, inter alia, Government 

House in Melbourne (design based on Osborne House, 

Isle of Wight), the Royal Mint, Customs House, 11 

Roman Catholic churches and one Anglican church. St 

Patrick’s Cathedral was designed with three spires, 

there being only one three-spired church in England. St 

John’s Anglican Church in Toorak was designed 

without charge, which was not popular with the Roman 

Catholic community. Wardell created enemies, at least 

partly because he was hard to work with, and partly due 

to sectarianism. Archbishop Polding (Sydney) invited 

Wardell to Sydney, where he set up private practice. 

Stage 3. 1878-1899. During this stage Wardell 

designed many buildings in northern Sydney 

(including Mary MacKillop House, and banks). The 

first St Mary’s Cathedral had been designed by James 

Dempsey (1820). It was modified and enlarged by 

Augustin Pugin (1851). But then, in 1865, it burnt 

down. Wardell was asked to design a second structure, 

built over the period 1868 to 2000 but useable after 10 

years and workable after 20 years. It was oriented 

north-south, not east-west, to fit on the land. The 

chancel end (northern) was based on Lincoln Cathedral 

in England (1125) and the southern front was based on 

that of Notre Dame. The spires were added in 2000. 
 

Professor Napper’s address was complemented by 
interested discussion of examples of Wardell’s works. 

Patrick Dodd’s vote of thanks was followed by an 

enjoyable afternoon tea. 
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WHO WAS THIS RESIDENT?  Aug. 2019 

WILLIAM ARTHUR BYRAM MANSELL 

[1893-1977] 

Byram, as he was known, was born 9 September 1893 

to Benjamin William Mansell and Ada Mary Byram at 

Double Bay, NSW. His mother died a week after his 

birth and his father later married Harriet Wilkinson. 

Byram was educated at Scots College and Sydney 

Grammar School. From 1914 he was employed at his 

father’s engineering plant at Gore Bay and spent some 

evenings at Julian Ashton’s Sydney Art School.  

In 1921 he attended the Honolulu Academy of Arts, 

Hawaii and it was here that he opened his first studio. 

Travelling to Paris and the Art world, at one stage he 

operated a studio in Hollywood Boulevard, Los 

Angeles where he designed costumes for Cecil B. de 

Mille. More than forty commissions followed to 

decorate cafes, theatres and to decorate carriages for the 

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company. By 

1925 Byram had returned to Australia and opened a 

textile studio in Elizabeth Street, Sydney.  

On 29 August 1928 his third marriage was to Allison 

Grace Cameron, daughter of Mrs Lily and Rev. Ronald 

John Cameron, Rector of St James’ Church, 

Turramurra. Allison died 4 July 1976 and Byram died 

6 August 1977 at their Killara home.  

“In 1954 Mansell became a foundation member of the 

National (Art) Gallery Society of New South Wales; 

four years later he was elected a fellow of the Royal 

Society of British Artists, London, and the Royal Art 

Society of New South Wales. Drawing on Aboriginal 

motifs, he executed numerous murals (some in ceramic 

tiles) for business firms and local councils in the early 

1960s, as well as panels for the New South Wales 

Government Railways, the tanker, Amanda Miller, and 

the ferry, Empress of Australia. His work ranged from 

white earthenware domestic ceramics, through fabric 

and interior designs to paintings. He grew cacti in the 

garden of his Killara home and decorated his studio 

with Japanese armour.”  (Source: ADB) 
 

“WORDSLEY” 37 Marian Street, Killara  

 Byram Mansell interpreted the Aboriginal legend of 

the boomerang for Willoughby Council Chambers. The 

artist made the mural from ceramic tiles, each one 

about six inches square and individually painted and 

fired in a kiln. Each tile required painstaking work. 

Byram at the base of his three storeyed tiled mural 

at Willoughby.  Click        for more images 

The following quotation is from “Dawn”, A magazine 

for the aboriginal people of N.S.W. April 1967 (with 

permission). 

“Australian artist Byram Mansell in his paintings and 

murals has been “sowing the seeds” of the Aborigines’ 

culture throughout the world. He has a firm belief that 
Australia’s tribal Stone Age man is the most noble and 

interesting in the world. And he has won many converts 
to his belief.  

His paintings, illustrations and murals interpreting 

Aboriginal legends and culture appear in art 
exhibitions, books, express trains, and in major city 

buildings throughout Australia. He has been 
commissioned by Queen Elizabeth, Mahatma Gandhi,  

(continued on page 5) 

 
 

http://www.khsnx.com/Sep2019-Byram.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/Sep2019-Byram.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/Sep2019-Byram.htm
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(continued from page 4) 

the Governments of Britain, India, and the United 

States – to name but a few. 

Overseas interest in Aboriginal culture has 

overwhelmed Mr Mansell. He makes frequent trips 
abroad to speak and write about our tribal Aborigines 

and to undertake commissions for paintings and 

murals. 
Expedition 

In 1947 the United States National Geographic Society 
made an expedition to Arnhem Land. The 

anthropologists and archeologists were thrilled by the 

art and culture of the tribal Aborigines there. And so 
was the world.  

Mr Mansell has been studying Aboriginal culture since 
he was a child. His father, an Englishman, roamed 

Central Australia and probably was one of the first to 

collect and record the Stone Age legends of these 
people. 

Simplicity 

Byram Mansell believes that Aboriginal art shows 
great strength and excellent design and line because it 

is uncluttered and simple. 
Aboriginal artists made do with ochres and pigments to 

give them only four colours – red, yellow, jet black, and 

white. 
About 13 years ago Mr Mansell, who painted in a 

European style, destroyed all his paintings and began 
to develop his style based on the line technology of the 

traditional Aboriginal artists. 

His present work is not a copy of their designs, but is 

more suited for explaining Aboriginal stories to 

Europeans. Oil paints are not suitable for this method, 

and Mr Mansell has gone to considerable trouble 
creating the special subtle colours he uses in his 

paintings. 
The subtle earth colours he uses are unique, but first he 

must collect stones and soil - sometimes from as far 

away as Central Australia and then crush and specially 
mix them. 

Commissions 

Apart from his illustrations, paintings and murals, Mr 

Mansell has been commissioned to design conference 

halls and other special building interiors using 
Aboriginal legends and culture as a motif.  

His most recent work was for Willoughby’s new council 

chambers building. 
There will be many other commissions for Byram 

Mansell, in Australia and overseas, and he will 
continue to interest the world in Australia’s Aborigines 

by sowing the seeds of their noble culture.” 
 

Further reading and viewing: 

Australian Dictionary of Biography. 

“Historian” K.H.S. 

Internet: Many references & illustrations 

Remnant tiles from the Willoughby Council Chambers 
may be viewed at the Willoughby District 

Historical Society & Museum Inc. Anderson St., 

Chatswood, and at Chatswood Library. 

 ‘EXPLORING THE PAST’ 

Conference at Knox October 11th – 13th 

Early Bird registrations have closed, but there is still 

time to register for the Exploring the Past conference. 

Regular registrations do not close until 6th September, 

so you’ll have to get a move on. 

Have you wanted ideas about what to do with the 

family history you have researched?  Do you want to 

put it in a form which your family might actually read? 

And what about getting people outside your family to 

read about your ancestors?  Sydney journalist Wendy 

Frew will be talking on Sunday of the conference, and 

will tell you how she brought her family to life by 

drawing on letters, diaries and photos; official records 

and newspaper reports; along with contemporary 

accounts of events they experienced. She will also 

explain how she published her book without the 

backing of a publishing house, by leveraging 

traditional and new media, holding book launches, and 

giving talks to library groups and historical societies. 

One of the free talks on the Friday (no booking needed) 

is being given by Danielle Lautrec, who will be talking 

about the vast photographic collection of the Society of 

Australian Genealogists. Using examples from that 

collection, Danielle will illustrate the chronology of 

photographs, discuss their potential for family history 

and demonstrate how to find them in the SAG 

catalogue. 

And don’t forget, even if you can’t attend the 

conference on Saturday and Sunday, you can still 

attend on Friday and look at all the trade tables, hear 

some free talks, and have a look at Knox’s magnificent 

Great Hall shown below. (Photo: Jenny Joyce) 

You can register for the conference at 

https://www.trybooking.com/book/sessions?eid=483170 
 

VOLUNTEERS’ LUNCH 

The committee would like to invite all our wonderful 

volunteers to a lunch on Thursday 26th September at 12 

noon. The lunch will be held at Meals on Wheels in 

Turramurra. No society like ours can manage without 

volunteers and we appreciate what you all do, so we 
hope you will join us at lunch. Please RSVP to Yvette 

Reeve on 0414 249 737 or yreeve@optusnet.com.au. 

Bookings close Tuesday 17th September.  

 

https://www.trybooking.com/book/sessions?eid=483170
file:///E:/..KHS%20Newsletter/September%202019/WIP/INITIAL/yreeve@optusnet.com.au
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GERMAN SIG MEETING 

The KHS German Special Interest Group (SIG) met on 

Monday 12 August 2019 with 14 members present 

including one new member. Items discussed were:  

GAGHA & IGGP activity – Tony Karrasch updated 

members on the German Australian Genealogy and 

History Alliance (GAGHA) and the International 

German Genealogy Partnership (IGGP) as well as 

many interesting items from Facebook posts.  

German Ancestors of Ku-ring-gai Historical Society 

Members – Leone Stumbaum reported on the activity 

researching the input from Richard Lander including 

his intriguing query on the meaning of the letter “T” 

added to the beginning of the surname on his great-

great relative’s South Australian headstones. One 

possible suggestion for the mysterious “T” is that it 

could possibly stand for “Teufel”, German for devil, 

however without supporting evidence nothing was 

decided and investigations continue. Christine Edwards 

provided Leone with a complete update on her initial 

input to the initiative. 

German Genealogy – Peter provided a brief refresher 

on German research resources held by the Society and 

demonstrated the excellent introductory tutorial on 

German Genealogy research located at 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Germany_Gene

alogy 

Show and Tell – Several members showed and 

described various items from their home collection 

including old photographs and war ration tokens. The 

highlight show and tell item was the input from Les 

Jeckeln consisting of two letters written by his great-

great grandfather, Friedrich Jeckeln when serving as a 

Captain in the German Nassau-Oranien regiment, 

fighting alongside Wellington at the Battle of Waterloo 

(18 June 1815). The letters were written to Friedrich’s 

mother and mother-in-law (first letter written 4 July 

1815) and sister (second letter written 26 July 1815). 

Both letters were very poignant in their observations 

and description of the horrors of the battle. Les thanked 

Leone profusely for her efforts translating both letters. 

Next Meeting – The next meeting is planned for 

Monday 14 October 2019. Suggestions for next 

meeting activities are welcomed. 

 

LOST 

If you were at John Lanser's talk about the Dunbar on 

the 17th of August you will remember that one of our 

members, Barry Slack, brought in a goblet made from 

the bolts of the wrecked ship.  Accompanying the 

goblet was a piece of paper with a transcript of the 

inscription, and information about its sale at Auction. 
 

That paper has gone missing.  If you have accidentally 

picked it up could you please let a member of the 

committee know, as Barry is very keen to get it back. 

 HISTORICAL MOMENT 1939 

The Sydney Morning Herald Monday July 17 1939 p4   

LINDFIELD   

Fighting Rivals – Taxi Driver Story 

“He had been driving two young men up to Lindfield 
one night when they started having a row in the cab 

over a girl they were going to see. The driver gathered 

they were rivals for her good graces. Soon they became 
so heated in their arguments that they shouted to him 

to stop the cab. Then they jumped out and started 
fighting.  

What was the driver to do? Get mixed up in a rough-

and-tumble? Act as referee? What he did do was to sit 
in his cab and take no notice. If his passengers wanted 

to fight, that was their affair. The meter was still 
ticking, and that was his business. 

Soon, however, it occurred to him that both young men 

might get knocked out, and then he would be landed 
with two passengers for the hospital and no immediate 

prospects of collecting his fare.  

So he got out of the cab and went over to the field at the 
side of the road, where his passengers were locked in a 

death-like embrace. He tapped one of them on the 
shoulder, at which they both sat up and looked at him. 

“Excuse me intruding,” he said, "but do you require 

the cab any longer? If not, perhaps one of you will pay 
the fare.” 

This brought them to their senses. They saw the funny 
side of the situation, and they got back into the cab and 

borrowed the driver's brush and comb to make 

themselves tidy. By the time they had arrived at their 

destination they were friends again.” 

[Ed.- If only the girl knew how serious these men were 

about her.] 

HISTORICAL MOMENT 1959 

PYMBLE 

This image shows the widening of the Pymble bridge 

over the railway line. This was a traffic “blackspot” 

with numerous accidents resulting through cars coming 

down Pymble Hill at speed and failing to take the bend 

over the bridge. Note the panoramic views to the south 

– and the Pymble Police Station in the left foreground. 
Image: Roads and Maritime Services archives. (Dick 

Whitaker) 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Germany_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Germany_Genealogy
http://www.khsnx.com/Sep2019-Pymble.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/Sep2019-Pymble.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/Sep2019-Pymble.htm
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BOOK REVIEW  

“Sydney Cove, 1789-1790” 
by John Cobley 

[Part 4 - final. See the August 2019 Newsletter for Part 3] 
In early November 1790 Tench noted that cultivation in Sydney had ceased due to poor results. A storehouse had 

been built and there were plans for a hospital and a permanent barracks for troops. Vegetables were scarce and the 

farms in wretched condition. People anxiously awaited the arrival of the Waaksamheyd from Batavia. The 

Governor’s wound had healed well, and many natives now thronged the settlement to the point of becoming 

troublesome, asking for food.  
 

Building, sawing and brick-making were the only activities in Sydney, other activities being centered at Rosehill. 

The community there had grown steadily, now numbering 552 people, of which 450 were male convicts, 50 females, 

with 13 children. Four enclosures of twenty acres each, two already fenced, were planned for cattle, if and when 

acquired. Wheat, barley and maize were the crops of choice. The main street of the town contained 32 houses, each 

24 by 12 feet, built of wattle plastered with clay and thatched. Each house had 2 rooms, one with fireplace and 

chimney, the other for sleeping.  In a cross street there were 9 houses for unmarried women. Elsewhere there were 

several small huts for convict families of good character. A larger house for the Governor had been built with 

excellent out-houses and appurtenances attached. There was a storehouse, a barn, a granary, bakehouse, blacksmith’s 

shop, and a hospital. Two brick-kilns were very productive, and James Ruse, an emancipist, was seen as a leading 

farmer in the area. 
 

In Sydney, an extensive wharf stretching into deeper water was planned. A convict in an exploration group was 

speared by a native near Broken Bay and carried home. Bennelong indicated the perpetrator was named Pimelwi 

from Botany Bay, and in examining the convict’s wound indicated that removal of the spear would certainly kill the 

man. Despite his misgivings the spear was extracted, of which seven inches was in the man’s body with a wooden 

barb, and several smaller ones of stone, fastened with yellow gum, but which failed to be extracted. The spear had 

passed between two ribs and wounded the left lobe of the lungs. 
 

Indicating that 17 people had been wounded or killed primarily by members of the Bideegal tribe from the North 

branch of Botany Bay, Governor Phillip wanted an example to be made by executing six to ten of them. Of course 

the detachment sent out found no-one to execute and returned frustrated to Sydney. On December 17th the 

Waaksamheyd finally arrived from Batavia with 171 barrels of beef, 122 barrels of pork, 39 barrels of flour, 1,000 

pounds of sugar, and 70,000 pounds of rice. In general, however, the food was not of good quality.  
 

A second expedition to capture and execute Broken Bay natives proved disastrous by misdirecting progress through 

bogs, and again failing to find any natives. Bennelong and his wife dined and slept at the Governor’s house as the 

year ended, but the population at large was essentially starving. [Ed.- Barangaroo ended up marrying Bennelong and 

was recognised as being a strong, independent woman. See https://www.barangaroo.com/see-and-do/the-

stories/barangaroo-the-woman/  The term ‘balang’ near the end of this movie refers to ‘Balang T Lewis’, indigenous 

actor, singer, songwriter, icon, renowned representative of his people.]    
 

 [End of Book Review] 

Epilogue 
 

John Cobley wrote 5 more books about the early days of the colony.  They are “Sydney Cove, 1791-1792”, “Sydney 

Cove, 1793-1795”, “Sydney Cove 1795-1800, The Second Government”, “The Crimes of the First Fleet Convicts” 

and “The Crimes of the Lady Juliana Convicts – 1790”.  The first of these four is written in a similar vein to the two 

books whose content has already been described, except that material for a given month that had no specific date 

was now summarised at the end of each monthly section.  
 

For his research, Dr.  Cobley relied primarily on documents found in the Public Library of NSW, but in the 1791-

1792 volume he also used documents from the Australian National Library in Canberra.  
 

The book “Sydney Cove, 1793-1795” uses a different format in that monthly activity accounts replace day to day 

accounts. As well, more statistical information has been separated from the text body, occurring at the end of each 

month’s write-up. The monthly sections also include a list of the letters written in the period with their enclosures, 

and references to the various sources consulted.   
 

All 7 books are valuable sources for understanding what administrators, militia, convicts, and to a certain extent, 

natives, went through as Europeans forged a new colony in an alien land with limited tools, inadequate resources, 

ill-defined plans, and remote guidance from England.  
 

We’re fortunate we came out as well as we did. Cobley must have cringed mightily as he read and reproduced tales 

of the origins of the civilisation we now all call home. 

 

https://www.barangaroo.com/see-and-do/the-stories/barangaroo-the-woman/
https://www.barangaroo.com/see-and-do/the-stories/barangaroo-the-woman/
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ADMINISTRATION 

President                 Jenny Joyce                 9440 2131 

Vice President   Lorna Watt     9440 8010 

Treasurer   Annet Latham     9440 3998 

Secretary  Beth Facer     9988 0823 

Immediate Past President 

                                Graham Lewis  9416 5818 

Committee               Richard Facer         9988 0823 

                               Marilyn van Eerde  0418269126 

Family History        Lorraine Henshaw 

Group Committee   (Leader)                    0418221354 

                                Jenny Joyce   

                               (ex Officio)               9440 2131 

                               Yvette Reeve     9987 0904 

                                Jean Smith     9498 4468 

                               Elaine Turnidge     9899 2635 

Appointees 

Accessions              Jennifer Wallin     9983 1871 

Book Sales   Margaret Holland     9488 5452 

Catering  Vicki Williams     9415 8833 

Computer Systems Peter Stehn     9489 9488 

Curators   Ann Barry     9144 6480 

                                Jennifer Harvey     9489 6390 

Built Heritage Group Jennifer Harvey    9489 6390 

Historian Editor       Lorna Watt     9440 8010 

Indexing                   Beth Facer     9988 0823 

Newsletter Editor   Warren Dent   editor@khs.org.au 

Media Liaison    David & Jan Hellstrom    9416 6039 

Public Officer          Helen Whitsed    9416 5825 

Research Team Leader Joan Stebbing     9489 6476 

Tour Contact           Yvette Reeve            0414249737 

Speakers Programme Beverley Dunstan  9419 8526 

Volunteers Coordinator Geoff Little     9449 3131 

Webmaster   Andy Joyce     9440 2131 

Welfare Officer  Jill Nicholson  9144 6948 

 For members receiving printed copy who want to access the internet, enter http://www.khsnx.com/Sep2019.htm  

into a browser address bar to reach a menu which lists all the embedded electronic links in this Newsletter  

DIARY DATES 

SEPTEMBER 

Saturday 7 11:00am Family History Workshop 

 Parish Records and Brickwalls 

Saturday 7 2:00pm Family History Meeting 

 Promise of Better Husbands to Come 

 Presenter:  Garry Smith 

Thursday 19 Tour 3: Museum of Sydney & Police and 

Justice Museum – Separate Guided Visits 

Saturday 21  2:00pm General Meeting: The Fabulous 

Flying Mrs Miller 

 Presenter: Carol Baxter 

Thursday 26 Volunteers’ Lunch 

OCTOBER 

Saturday 5 11:00am Family History Workshop 

Mapping multiple ancestral lines on one 

A4 page! 

 Presenter:  Fran Everingham 

Saturday 5 2:00pm Family History Meeting 

Buried on the Plains of Nebraska 

 Presenter:  Peter Stehn 

Friday 11 Research Centre closed due to conference 

Saturday 12 Research Centre closed due to conference 

Monday 14 German SIG meeting 

Saturday 19   2:00pm General Meeting   

                      Growing up in Gordon in the 1950s 
 Presenter: Warren Dent 

Monday 28 Exploring Ku-ring-gai Mystery Tour 

NOVEMBER 

Thursday 7 Tour 5: NSW State Archives 

© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The 

content may be reproduced as sourced from this 

newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors. 

How to book a tour 
On the 3rd Saturday of each month (except December), 

which are KHS General Meeting days, the Tour Booking 

Table will be open between 10 am and 1:30 pm for 

bookings and receipt of tour booking funds. Payment on 

the day is by cash (preferred) or cheque. If you cannot 

attend at this time please contact Yvette after the 

weekend of the booking at yreeve@optusnet.com.au or 

by phone 0414 249 737 to check for vacancies. If there is 

a vacancy, payment can be made via EFT, details: BSB 

032-083 KHS Account No. 248971 indicating your name 

and tour number. You will be sent an important Tour 

Information Sheet which will become your receipt and 

provide tour pick up details, i.e., time and place. For most 

tours Yvette will keep an Expression of Interest list in 

case of future vacancies. 

 
 

 
                           Newsletter Deadline 

Please send email copy for publication to 

editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later 

than 13th of each month. Items will only be accepted 

from members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis 

that Ku-ring-gai Historical Society has editing rights 

and that readers can reproduce it in whole or in part 

with acknowledgment. If possible, material should be 

in electronic form, with as little formatting as possible, 

e.g. no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles. 

Research Centre Hours 
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific 

Highway, Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai 

Library. The Centre is open to the public from 10.00 

am to 2.00 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Friday and 

Saturday (except the first Saturday of each month 

when members have a Family History meeting). 
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