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SATURDAY MAY 5 

FAMILY HISTORY MEETING 

11.00am WORKSHOP: The FamilySearch Family 

Tree genealogy program 

Presenter: Jenny Joyce 
This talk will cover information about the program and 

how to use it. 
 

2.00pm FAMILY HISTORY MEETING,  

followed by Celebrant Ceremonies – ‘Namings, 

Marriage Vow Renewals and Commitments’ 

Presenter: Wendy Bull 
Time for a good laugh. Wendy Bull was a Marriage 

Celebrant for 20 years, during which time she officiated at 

hundreds of weddings, many of which were memorable 

for unusual reasons. She will present stories of strange 

weddings, outrageous weddings, and not-to-be-forgotten 

weddings. They range from instances where flower girls 

became bored and created havoc for the wedding party, 

where police turned up to an outdoor ceremony hauling a 

dead body in a sack, and to brides wearing unbecoming 

dresses that caused disbelief and dismay among guests and 

grooms. So come along, sit back and prepare to be 

entertained by stories about humorous, happy and 

sometimes bizarre ceremonies. From the jolly and the 

joyous, the fancy, the frivolous, to the radiant and often 

the ridiculous and riotous! 
Visitors Welcome               Afternoon Tea Available 

 SATURDAY MAY 19 

2.00pm GENERAL MEETING 

Memories of the 1960s and 70s  

Presenter: Russell Workman  

Remember Chuck Berry at the Stadium in 1959 or the 

1960s visit of the Chilean tall ship, the Esmeralda? 

Drawing on his extensive personal archive of photographs, 

Russell, who grew up on the North Shore, will treat us to 

long-departed scenes of life in the city and on the harbour. 

Russell’s anecdotes begin with how, as a keen amateur 

photographer, he fell into a job working for the RAN, and 

how his “snaps” turned into professional photography. He 

will also talk about his current projects for the RAHS 

documenting fast-disappearing streetscapes in the inner-

West. 

Turramurra Station to Bobbin Head Bus 1950s 
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Russell Workman is a professional photographer who 

was employed for many years at the Macleay Museum, 

within the University of Sydney.   

                                                                 

Visitors Welcome               Afternoon Tea Available 

  For members receiving printed copy, but who can still access the internet, you may enter www.khsnx.com/May.htm 

into a browser and have access to all the embedded electronic links in this Newsletter. See page 6 
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KHS VISIT TO THE FEMALE ORPHAN 

SCHOOL, PARRAMATTA 

Tour 9, Friday March 23, 2018 

Our trip to the Orphan School detoured via Melrose 

Park at Meadowbank, Rydalmere ferry wharf and 

factory area, allowing us to arrive more or less on time 

for our morning tea and to meet our excellent guide for 

the morning, Brett. 

Work began on the construction of the female Orphan 

School in 1813 under the guidance of Governor 

Macquarie who was concerned about the moral 

corruption girls might suffer if the school remained in 

the growing settlement in Sydney Cove. During their 

time at the school girls were trained and educated 

before being apprenticed out as domestic servants.  

In 1850 the Female Orphan School was amalgamated 

with the Male Orphan School with strict divisions being 

maintained. In 1888 the premises were converted into a 

branch of the Parramatta Hospital for the Insane which 

evolved over time as greater understanding of mental 

illness came about. The Orphan School building is the 

oldest structure on site. After closing as a mental health 

facility in 1985 it fell into disrepair and was abandoned.  

In 1995 the NSW government transferred the site to the 

University of Western Sydney. In 2000 a three stage 

restoration project began, culminating as the home of 

the Whitlam Institute, the Whitlam Prime Ministerial 

Collection, and Margaret Whitlam Galleries in 2013.  

“At one level the Collection embodies the life and times 

of Gough Whitlam, his achievements and those of his 

Governments. At another level, the Collection is a 

source for understanding modern Australia and an 

inspiration for addressing the challenges confronting 

our nation in the 21st Century.” Eric Sidoti, Whitlam 

Institute. [Ed.- In July Frank Wilson will give a talk at 

our general meeting contrasting Menzies, the great 

conservative, and Whitlam, the great reformer.] 

Brett concluded our very interesting tour with a visit to 

the Whitlam collection and the Margaret Whitlam 

Galleries which are available free for visitors to explore 

on Thursdays and Fridays. and the second Saturday of 

the month. One of the galleries provides a changing 

series of displays. At the time of our visit it contained a 

display entitled LIBERATION PRISON PROJECT 

which was established in 1996 by Ven Robina Courtin, 

an Australian Buddhist nun. 

We returned home via Parramatta Park and observed 

Old Government House, the preferred site of our early 

governors who enjoyed its rural atmosphere rather than 

Sydney Town. The house is now under the care of the 

National Trust and open to visitors. 

 
RALLYING THE TROOPS VOL IV – UPDATE 

• Ku-ring-gai Council has granted us $5,000 to go  

 towards the production of Volume IV. 

• We were invited by the office of Paul Fletcher,  

 our Federal MP, to submit an application to the  

 Federal Government for funding towards the  

 production of Volume IV, and this was done at the  

 end of February. 

• Our designer has made a start on the layout of the first  

 six chapters. 

• Of the other 14 chapters, six are complete and the rest  

 in first draft. 

• Text for the bio section is 90% complete but still  

 subject to editing and checking. (Notes: Kathy Rieth) 
 

JULY 2017 NEWSLETTER ARTICLE 

CORRECTION (rec’d March 2018) 

Dear Editor: I wish to thank Graham Lewis for his most 

generous well-written review of my presentation 

'Flying into Danger: the Paul Brickhill Story' at the May 

General Meeting in 2017. (I recently received a copy of 

the newsletter.) Hour-long oral presentations are 

difficult to review adequately and Graham has done a 

fine job in explaining the main themes of my talk. 

There is, however, an infelicity I need to correct. Stalag 

Luft III was not Colditz Castle which was a different 

POW camp in a different location. It is not far from 

Dresden. The famous Great Escape Brickhill wrote 

about took place from the Northern Compound in 

Stalag Luft III found along a tree-lined road four 

hundred metres from Sagan railway station and Sagan 

township which was then in far-eastern Germany near 

the border (now part of Poland as Zagan). Because 

Brickhill's hero of Reach for the Sky, Douglas Bader – 

the legless ace pilot – was in Stalag Luft III (although 

not the Northern Compound) and then in Colditz Castle 

for the rest of the war, may be the source of some 

confusion. Brickhill was never in Colditz Castle. 

A more minor point is that I said I had read the Biggles 

stories in my boyhood, not that Paul Brickhill had. 

Regards to everyone, John Ramsland 
 

HOW TO BOOK A TOUR 

Our KHS Tours are in full swing for 2018. Tours open 

at the KHS rooms approximately 3 to 4 weeks before 

the tour scheduled date, usually on a Monday. Our Tour 

Booking desk on opening day is available to receive 

cash or cheques. We do have the opportunity to receive 

EFT payments on other days via communication with 

Yvette (yreeve@optusnet.com.au) if there still are 

vacancies.  

For those who have not previously attended one of our 

KHS tours it is important that emergency contacts and 

any dietary considerations are advised to the Tour Desk 

at the time of booking.  

The availability of seating and costings take into 

account the size and costs of the venue, lunch where 

preordered (café or picnic) and the availability of 

suitable transport. 

   

 

FUTURE TOUR DATES 

June, Friday 22, Tour 12 

NSW Government House. Bookings open May 21. 

July, Tuesday 10, Tour 13 

ABC Studios, Ultimo. Bookings open June 4. 
August, Thursday 23, Tour 14 

Macquarie University, Bookings open July 2. 
 

mailto:yreeve@optusnet.com.au


3 

TOUR THIS MONTH - REMINDER 

Tour 11, Tuesday May 15 

Quarantine Station, North Head 
 

From the 1830s until 1984, migrant ships arriving in 

Sydney with suspected contagious diseases stopped 

inside North Head and offloaded passengers and crew 

into quarantine to protect local residents. Tour the 

former hospital and isolation precincts and see the 

carvings created by people from all walks of life who 

were staying at the Station. See the April Newsletter for 

further tour details. 
 

RECENT LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS 

March 2018 
 

• 75 Years of B.H.P. Development in Industry. Clive 

Turnbull and Associates 1960. 192 pages with index 

and photos. ORG BHP. 

• A Country Boyhood 1908-1926. Recollections of a 

happy childhood and youth, spent in and around 

Inverell, New South Wales in the early years of the 

century with a short interlude on a sheep station in 

Queensland. E.S. (Ted) Stuckey 1990. Signed by 

author. 133 pages with photos, no index.   BIO STU 
 

 
WHO IS THIS? APRIL 2018 

WILLIAM HENRY (1778 – 1862) 

William came to Sydney in 1801 having served for 3 

years in the Royal Marines. He was an overseer of 

public works at the time of Governor Bligh. He is 

recognised as one of the first settlers of Ku-ring-gai, 

establishing his Millwood farm at Blue Gum Creek 

near Fullers Bridge in 1814 on 1000 acres Bligh had 

promised him in 1807, stretching tight up to Fiddens 

Wharf in present Killara. He incurred the displeasure of 

the leaders of the Rum Rebellion, staying loyal to 

Bligh, and received 100 lashes but not his 1000 acres. 

Macquarie, however, granted him 40 acres along the 

main road at Roseville. He was primarily an orchardist 

but undertook timber-getting as well. Fruit growing and 

general farming had been in existence from the very 

early days both for subsistence and for exporting to 

Sydney. Loyal Henry Park, at the foot of Bromborough 

Road, Roseville, records his loyalty to Bligh.  

Extracted from: “Focus on Ku-ring-gai” page 112. 

Further reading: “William Henry’s 40 Acres & The 

People who Lived There: Then and Now”, “William 

Henry’s Descendants” – total 236 surnames, “A 

Respected Colonist”  – William Henry of Lane Cove. 

(All available at KHS library) 

GENEALOGY CORNER -  Consumer DNA Tests, Pros and Cons 

In the March 2018 Newsletter we presented a link to a list of companies offering Consumer DNA tests and the types 

of tests that are available today. Millions of people have already taken such tests. Ancestry.com publishes some of 

its customers’ rewarding stories viz: ‘Growing up, Kyle’s family was German, no doubt about it. He even grew up 

wearing lederhosen in a German dance troupe. But when Kyle began building his family tree, he couldn’t actually 

find any German ancestors. “So I decided to have my DNA tested, and the big surprise was we're not German at 

all,” he says. Soon enough, Ancestry Hints led him to generations of Scottish ancestors.’ Similarly, ‘Marrying into 

Eric's family, Katherine was told of a rich Italian family history—"My lineage was all Vecchios and the Zuccolis," 

according to Eric. But when Eric's Ancestry DNA results said he was only 16% Italian, Katherine took on a search 

and discovered an Eastern European ancestor Eric never knew he had’. Katherine and Eric used both AncestryDNA 

and a family tree to solve their mystery.’ [See https://www.ancestry.com/dna/] 

It’s possible to find some unusual information in your test results. ‘Even though Neanderthals vanished about 40,000 

years ago, their DNA lives on in us. Research tells us that they interbred with humans around 60,000 years ago. 

23andMe can tell you how much of your DNA is derived from Neanderthals and how that compares to others. We 

can even point to specific Neanderthal DNA that is associated with traits that you might have – like height and back 

hair.’ [See https://www.23andme.com/dna-ancestry/? ] Despite all the positives associated with consumer DNA 

tests there are also some negatives. As we indicated earlier, the industry is nascent, and results depend on how 

extensive the test companies’ databases are and what populations they represent. Two of the more intensive 

investigations with defensive reports on the variability, accuracy, and value of results can be found in 

http://abcnews.go.com/Health/Wellness/consumer-dna-testing-notch/story?id=11227092 and 
https://gizmodo.com/how-dna-testing-botched-my-familys-heritage-and-probab-1. See also the German SIG 

Update on page 5 of this newsletter for two more references. As the industry matures, no doubt findings and 

interpretations from DNA tests will improve. For the moment make sure you do a lot of reading beforehand about 

the tests and what you may learn from them about your ancestry and/or potential health issues. – Ed. 

https://www.ancestry.com/dna/
https://www.23andme.com/dna-ancestry/
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/Wellness/consumer-dna-testing-notch/story?id=11227092
https://gizmodo.com/how-dna-testing-botched-my-familys-heritage-and-probab-1
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`GENERAL MEETING MARCH 17 
 

At our meeting of 17 March 2018, over 40 members 

and visitors listened to, and learned about, a range of 

lesser-known facts about defences in Australia during 

World War II. Our speaker, Dr. Sue Rosen, was 

introduced by Beverley Dunstan. Dr. Rosen has gained 

extensive experience and expertise in history and 

heritage, the environment, etc. She is widely consulted 

for that expertise and has written several books. Much 

of that analysis has arisen from experience in 

recognising and utilising a range of reports filed in State 

archives. 

In 2012 Sue came across an important 1942 document 

which had been correctly filed but seemingly not 

recognised as an important insight into Australia’s 

(government) planning following the Japanese attack 

on Pearl Harbor. The original document did not require 

much editing and so, effectively, could simply be 

reproduced in Sue’s book “Scorched Earth”. 

The major document was an “original” and had been 

compiled by a committee chaired by Edward Harold 

Fulcher Swain, the New South Wales Forestry 

Commissioner (1935–1948) and was filed under 

Forestry Commission at the end of the war. Other 

departments also were involved, and other states had 

also produced similar reports. 

Sue presented a brief chronology of the early war with 

Japan in the Pacific. In January 1942 the 

Commonwealth government (Prime Minister John 

Curtin) declared a “scorched earth” plan. Sue noted that 

this was not a secret, with discussion in the media such 

as newspapers and the “Women’s Weekly”. 

Proposals in the policy included street-by-street 

resistance; leave no food, goods etc. which might be 

useable by an enemy; everyone was to destroy 

everything (food, alcohol, water tanks, etc.); the army 

to give the order, but only if the Japanese landed. 

There were two sorts of plans, rural coast and Sydney 

evacuation; and children 14–18 to be evacuated inland 

for training as a future army. The citizen’s role was 

spelt out: all to be prepared, including cars and boats to 

be destroyed (even at the owner’s peril). 

Sue illustrated her talk with reproductions of newspaper 

front pages and of a page from the “Scorched Earth 

Code”. Some jetties still show holes for explosives 

emplacement. Once evacuated, civil units (C.T.C.) 

were to be formed. As an example, Sue showed us a 

photograph of the Ku-ring-gai guerrilla force in 

training. 

We didn’t (fortunately) need to do it, but we were to be 

prepared. Prime Minister Curtin called off the 

likelihood of invasion in mid-1943. Hence there was no 

longer a need for a scorched earth policy. 

 

An enthusiastic question and discussion period 

followed, including reference to the “superb planning” 

by the then public servants; and there were a number of 

reminiscences. A vote of thanks to Sue by Neil 

Falconer was endorsed by warm acclamation. (Notes: 

Richard Facer) 

 
TOUR IN JUNE 

Tour 12, Friday June 22 

                       NSW Government  House                                             

© State of New South Wales https://www.governor.nsw.gov.au/ 

Government House Sydney is the official residence and 

office of the Governor of NSW and has, since 2 October 

2014, been the home of His Excellency General the 

Hon, David Hurley AC, DSC (Ret’d) the thirty eighth 

Governor of NSW. Government House is located 

alongside the Royal Botanic Garden, overlooking 

Sydney Harbour. Constructed between 1837 and 1843, 

the property has been the residence of the Governor 

since Sir George Gipps in 1845, except for two brief 

periods. The first was between 1901 and 1914 when the 

property was leased to the Commonwealth of Australia 

as the residence of the Governor-General of Australia, 

the second from 1996 to 2011 when, for political 

reasons, and to save money, the Governor lived 

elsewhere. Constructed in the Gothic revival style, the 

building is listed on the NSW Heritage register. Our ¾ 

hour guided tour will commence at 10:30am and will 

cover the history and the uses of this historic building. 

Travel will be by train i.e., 9:04am from Turramurra 

Station to Circular Quay station via Wynyard, thence a 

scenic short walk. When members and friends complete 

our booking form we will require a valid form of 

identification, i.e., Passport, driver’s license, Medicare 

card, Senior’s Card etc.  Lunch will be at your own 

expense and will be at De Capo Café behind the Rum 

Corp Hospital. Please let us know at the time of booking 

if you require lunch. After lunch we will visit the State 

Library on the second last day of its most successful 

exhibition,  “World Press Photography.”    

Bookings  open  at  the  KHS  rooms Monday 21st May. 

COST: $10 for members and $15 for non-members. 

Bookings  after  May  21st  can  be  made  via  EFT  (if  

vacancies  remain) -  contact  Sue  0414 255 003,  or at 

our KHS meetings on Saturday 2nd  or 16th June. 

http://www.khsnx.com/May-GovHouse.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/May-DrawRoom.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/May-GovHouse.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/May-DrawRoom.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/May-GovHouse.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/May-GovHouse.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/May-DrawRoom.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/May-GovHouse.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/May-DrawRoom.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/May-DrawRoom.htm
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RTT BOOK REVIEW 

Russell Linwood’s review has now been published in 

the Royal United Services Institute magazine, page 33, 

Vol. 69, No. 1. Autumn 2018 

Rallying the troops: a World War I commemoration 

The Ku-ring-gai Historical Society consists of com-

munity historians from northern Sydney. In a four-

volume series, they have sought to commemorate their 

community’s contribution to the Great War. 

 

Volume l, The Trumpet Cells, was reviewed in United 

Service 68 (3). 31 (September 2017). Released in 2014, 

it covered 1914-15, with biographical entries for those 

whose family names start with A to F.  

Volume ll, released in 2015, is sub-titled Enlist Now - 
Forward to Victory. It covers the detailed preparation 

of the troops, now in uniform, and the campaigns which 

started in 1916.  

Volume lll, sub-titled Will You Help? was released in 

2017 and follows the general design of the series. The 

excellent standard set by the previous volumes is again 

evident.  
 

The first three volumes of Rallying the Troops are 

incisive and deeply personable; Volumes II and III 

maintaining the standard set in the first volume. Most 

Australians today can relate to the collective 

commitment made, and the hurt suffered, by the Ku-

ring-gai community. Collectively, all four volumes will 

constitute a remarkable collection that deserves its 

place, not only in every Ku-ring-gai household, but also 

in every institutional library across the nation. While it 

is a story of the Ku-ring-gai community, it is also 

Australia’s story. The voluntary team that generated 

this contribution to Australia's military and social 

literature is to be commended, a fact reflected in the 

series of awards already won. 
 

Click          to see the full review on our KHS website. 

 
GERMAN SIG UPDATE 

The Ku-ring-gai Historical Society German Special 

Interest Group (SIG) met on Monday 09 April 2018 

with 14 members present. 

Items discussed (shown in bold) were: 

Guest Presenter on German Immigration 

Jenny Paterson from the Burwood and District Family 

History Group is unable to accept our invitation to give 

a presentation to our group. Discussion on the many 

valuable German immigration articles available from 

the Burwood group followed. Our members were 

happy to share any copies of the Burwood journal for 

the benefit of all. Leone volunteered to approach the 

Secretary of the Burwood group to see if we can assist 

in publishing their journal electronically (currently only 

available as a printed document). 

DNA – Two free webinars on the subject of DNA were 

advertised by Legacy Family Tree. Members can view 

the webinars at: 

Title: How DNA testing can reveal your ethnic roots - 

https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webina

r_id=803 

Title: Introduction to DNA Testing in Genealogy and 
Family History - 

https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webina

r_id=784  

A recent article on DNA on the ABC News web site 

entitled Online DNA kits bring risks and rewards was 

also discussed. This article can be viewed at 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-04-05/online-dna-

kits-risks-rewards/9619132  

[Ed.- On this topic of DNA testing see also Genealogy 

Corner, page 3 of this newsletter.] 

Reference Document – Leone donated a five-page 

reference on Historical German Terms for Illnesses and 

Medical Conditions as an addition to our Intranet. This 

reference document has been compiled from multiple 

sources which have been extended and translated. 

GAGHA activities update – Tony Karrasch updated 

members on German Australian Genealogy and History 

Alliance (GAGHA) activities and progress. Notes on 

the presentation are available together with a poster on 

GAGHA activities next August. (Click         )  

Show and Tell – Tony gave an interesting and 

informative brief on a Brisbane monument to the first 

German arrivals in Queensland. 

Presentation – Sue Moore gave an excellent and well-

researched presentation on her 2017 visit to Berlin and 

the Berlin Wall. 

Next Meeting – Monday 4 June 2018. Frank 

volunteered to give a presentation at the meeting 

entitled, The Mystery of Rommel’s Gold 
(Notes: Peter Stehn) 

 

CONSTITUTION 

The latest draft of a new constitution for the Society is 

now available on our website at http://www.khs.org.au 

or in our rooms.  If you have any questions or 

comments please submit them in writing or by email to 

president@khs.org.au on or before 11 May 2018. 
 

https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webinar_id=803
https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webinar_id=803
https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webinar_id=784
https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webinar_id=784
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-04-05/online-dna-kits-risks-rewards/9619132
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-04-05/online-dna-kits-risks-rewards/9619132
http://www.khs.org.au/
mailto:president@khs.org.au
http://www.khsnx.com/May-GermanSIG1.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/May-GermanSIG1.htm
http://www.khs.org.au/pdfs/Review of Vols II and III - RALLYING THE TROOPS.pdf
http://www.khs.org.au/pdfs/Review of Vols II and III - RALLYING THE TROOPS.pdf
http://www.khsnx.com/May-GermanSIG1.htm
http://www.khs.org.au/pdfs/Review of Vols II and III - RALLYING THE TROOPS.pdf
http://www.khs.org.au/pdfs/Review of Vols II and III - RALLYING THE TROOPS.pdf
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FAMILY HISTORY MEETINGS APRIL 7 

11:00am WORKSHOP:  

History of Non-Conformism in England and Wales 

Presenter: Jenny Joyce 

Jean Smith welcomed the 23 members present. 

Jenny explained that Non-Conformism refers to people 

following a church other than the established church, 

which for England and Wales is the Church of England. 

Technically, this includes Roman Catholics and Jewish, 

but Jenny’s talk focused on the Protestant non-

conformist religions. The term was first used following 

the Restoration of the Monarchy in 1660. ‘Dissenters’ 

is another word used for non-conformists. We heard 

why people such as Luther King, John Calvin and John 

Knox, among others, ended up breaking away from the 

Roman Catholic Church to form these religions. 

Judging by the discussion and questions following the 

talk it was a subject that was very well received.  
 

2:00pm FAMILY HISTORY MEETING  

Jean welcomed the 35 members and 8 visitors present.  

Jean reminded the meeting that bookings are now open 

for the NSW & ACT Association of Family History 

Societies’ Conference to be held in Batemans Bay, 14 

to 16 September 2018. http://sailingintohistory.org.au/ 

Jean also advised that there are now bookmarks 

available which promote our hosting of the conference 

to be held 11-13 October 2019 at Knox Grammar 

School, Warrawee. Members were asked to take some 

of the bookmarks and distribute to help advertise our 

conference. 

Neil Falconer spoke on upcoming tours. See places and 

dates information on page 2. 

The meeting continued with Jean introducing the 

speaker, Ross McMullin, an award winning historian, 

biographer, writer and speaker. His talk was about 

personal letters between Major General Harold Edward 

Elliott CB, CMG, DSO, DCM, VD (1878-1931) and his 

wife and children during the war years.  He was known 

as Pompey Elliott and was a senior officer in the 

Australian Imperial Force during World War 1.  

Pompey, although being charismatic, was well known 

for being mercurial, outspoken and controversial and 

this comes through in his letters, where he shared his 

opinions, frustrations and disappointments with his 

wife. What also comes through in his letters is his deep 

love for his wife and children. Pompey cared deeply for 

his men and wasn’t scared of taking on the brass of the 

day if he felt that his men had been hard done by. His 

men respected Pompey and held him in high regard.  

Ross spoke very highly of Pompey who sounds like a 

most amazing character. The talk was very well 

received and there were lots of questions afterwards.  

David Wilkins proposed the vote of thanks to Ross for 

a very interesting and informed talk.  

The raffle first prize book “The Hidden Thread – 

Huguenot Society - Edited by Robert Nash” was won 

by Evelyn Wyatt. Second book “Poor to Paradise” – 

written by Lyall Ford, was won by Jenni Little. The 

meeting finished with afternoon tea.  

 
SENIORS WEEK EXPO 

On April 12, KHS participated in the Expo at the St 

Ives Shopping Village, displaying its books and 

promoting its activities in local history, family studies 

and the built heritage. 

 

The Society’s table was clustered with other 

community groups, both volunteer and Council 

organised. Being Thursday there was a good passing 

traffic of shoppers. A brochure about the Society, and 

an application form were given to many people. 

Hopefully this exposure of the Society will generate 

some new memberships. (Notes: Morrison Hammond) 
 

GOOGLE SEARCH – DID YOU KNOW? 

Some of you may wonder how to do a Google search 

using Internet Explorer (IE). IE Version 11 is the 

default web browser on all the computers in the 

Society's rooms. IE has been set-up so that Google is 

the default search engine. The quickest and 

simplest way to search the Internet using Google is to 

enter your search text directly into the Address Bar of 

IE. The Address Bar is located at the top-left of the 

screen. Simply single-click in the Address Bar and the 

address of the current web page will be highlighted. 

Type in your search text then press Enter to start 

the Google search. The results will be displayed on the 

page below. Happy searching! (Notes: Peter Stehn) 
 

NEW NEWSLETTER FEATURES 

Dear readers, on certain pages of this newsletter you 

will have noticed the inclusion of clickable links 

amongst some text, and at the corner of certain images. 

These links lead to extra ancillary educational / 

interesting / detailed information that cannot be 

otherwise included due to space limitations.  
 

For those members receiving printed copy but who can 

still access the internet you may enter 

www.khsnx.com/May.htm in a browser and have 

access to all the embedded electronic links in the 

Newsletter.  
 

Each month’s links will be accessible analogously but 

with ‘May’ replaced by the relevant month name. Note 

www.khsnx.com/April.htm is available for last 

month’s newsletter. For April there is one link, for May 

there are seven. Also try www.khsnx.com/March.htm 

Ed.- 
 

 

http://sailingintohistory.org.au/
http://www.khsnx.com/May.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/April.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/March.htm
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HISTORICAL MOMENTS 

GORDON  

A great piece of Ku-ring-gai history is located at 

Gordon railway station within the old office on the 

middle “island platform”. Here we see the old indicator 

boards that were an exterior platform feature at the 

station for many years. The foot pedals at the base of 

the boards were used to disengage the display and allow 

the station names to be rotated. The polished faces of 

the three clocks are testament to the many years of use 

by the station staff. Generations of Ku-ring-gai people 

passed before these boards down the decades as they 

travelled to and from the city. They are old friends, and 

happily appear to be well looked after today. They have 

been replaced by the modern electronic displays we see 

at the station today. On the right we see an array of 

levers that were once used to control the local rail 

traffic. The red levers denoted signals, black were 

points, blue was a locking lever and white were spares. 

Rail traffic control is now performed remotely. 

Image: Richard Whitaker                                     (Click) 
 

 IRISH SIG UPDATE 

At the Irish SIG in April we discussed the Registry of 

Deeds. This was established in Dublin in 1708 to record 

transactions involving land, like sales, mortgages, 

leases, marriage settlements and wills. It was not 

compulsory to record deeds, but none the less large 

numbers of deeds were recorded over the centuries. 

FamilySearch has filmed the deeds and is in the process 

of putting them online for free. 

Our next meeting will be Friday 11 May at 1.30 in the 

Research Centre. Bring along your Irish brickwalls and 

recent successes or discoveries. (Notes: Jenny Joyce) 

 

MAKING THE MOST OF KHS RESOURCES 

Over the coming months we will be conducting a 

number of sessions on ‘Making the Most of KHS 

Resources’ for the interest (and perhaps benefit?) of 

volunteers and all other members. 

These sessions will be held on a Thursday morning at 

our Research Centre, with the first one commencing at 

10.30am on 24 May. Why not join us?  We will look 

forward to seeing you. (Notes: Lorna Watt)  

 
SENIORS’ WEEK MAYORAL AWARDS 

Three of our members, Jennifer Harvey, Beverley 

Dunstan, and Peter Stehn, (shown L to R with Mayor, 

Jennifer Anderson), received Mayoral Awards at the 

recent Seniors' Morning Tea. Jennifer has spent sixteen 

years on the committee, is one of the editors of The 
Historian and helps people research built heritage every 

Tuesday. Beverley has served on the Committee as 

Vice President and President, and since 1998 has been 

sourcing the speakers for our General Meetings. Peter, 

of course, is known to all our members for looking after 

our computer systems, I'm sure everyone will agree that 

the awards were well deserved. (Notes: Jenny Joyce) 
 

15th AUSTRALASIAN CONGRESS ON 

GENEALOGY AND HERALDRY 

Recently several of our members and friend (L to R 

Jenni Little, Nan Bosler, Carol Field, Gerard Esquilant, 

Angela Lind, Julie Werner, Jenny Joyce, Stella 

Sutherland, Lorraine Henshaw) attended the Congress 

at the new International Convention Centre Sydney 

March 9 - 12.   

This conference is only held once every three years and 

is a highlight of the Australian genealogy calendar.  

There were over 60 talks that could be attended and 27 

exhibitors with stalls that could be visited. The talks 

were not only by local speakers, but also by Judy G. 

Russell, Paul Milner and Lisa Louise Cooke from the 

US, as well as Paul Blake from the UK. (Notes: Jenny 

Joyce) 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Our income for March amounted to $1,843.  This 

income was made up of 4 new members’ fees, sales of 

our published books & our popular tours. Expenses for 

the month amounted to $2,379.  This included an 

annual cost for insurance to cover contents required by 

our lease. As a result we were left with a deficit of $536 

for March, reducing our cumulative surplus to $8,450 

to cover administrative costs for the rest of the year. 

   

http://www.khsnx.com/May-Station.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/May-Station.htm
http://www.khsnx.com/May-Station.htm
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WHO WAS THIS  

KU-RING-GAI 

RESIDENT?   
 

MAY 2018 
 

 
 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION 
President                 Jenny Joyce              9440 2131 

Vice Presidents       Morrison Hammond      9449 7447 

                   Jo Harris OAM          0408 439343 

Treasurer     Annet Latham              9440 3998 

Secretary     Beth Facer                    9988 0823 

Immediate Past President 

                   Graham Lewis              9416 5818 

Committee               Richard Facer               9988 0823 

Members     Neil Falconer              9488 7293 

                    Lorna Watt                   9440 8010 

                    Helen Whitsed             9416 5825 

                    Evelyn Wyatt               9144 4690 

Family History      Lorraine Henshaw, 

Group Committee     (Leader)              9988 0522 

                    Jenny Joyce  

                    (ex officio)              9440 2131 

                    Yvette Reeve              9987 0904 

                    Jean Smith              9498 4468 

                    Elaine Turnidge           9899 2635 

Appointees   

Accessions     Jennifer Wallin             9983 1871 

Book Reports     Richard Facer              9988 0823 

Book Sales     Margaret Holland         9488 5452 

                   Kathie Rieth 

Catering      Margaret Holland         9488 5452 

                   Vicki Williams              9415 8833 

Computer Systems  Peter Stehn              9489 9488 

Curators                   Ann Barry               9144 6480 

                                 Jennifer Harvey            9489 6390 

Built Heritage Group Jennifer Harvey          9489 6390 

Historian Editor     Lorna Watt         9440 8010 

Indexing     Beth Facer         9988 0823 

Newsletter Editor    Warren Dent      editor@khs.org.au 

Media Liaison     Neil Falconer         9488 7293 

Public Officer     Helen Whitsed         9416 5825 

Research Team Leader Joan Stebbing          9489 6476 

Tour Contact     Yvette Reeve         9987 0904 

Speakers Programme Beverley Dunstan      9419 8526 

Volunteers Coordinator Geoff Little         9449 3131 

Webmaster     Andy Joyce         9440 2131 

Welfare Officer       Jill Nicholson         9144 6948 

WW1 Writers & Researchers Group Coordinators 

              Kathie Rieth               frithie@ netdata.com.au 

              David Wilkins                              0411 186752 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Kenneth DOYLE from Orange 

Rosemary & Michael PARKIN from Asquith 

Craig DIBBEN from Hornsby 

Andrew SWEENEY from Killara 

 

May 
Thursday 3 2:15pm Committee Meeting 

Saturday 5 11:00am Family History Workshop: The 

 FamilySearch Family Tree 

Presenter: Jenny Joyce  

Saturday 5 2:00pm Family History Meeting: 

Celebrant Ceremonies. Namings, 

Marriage Vow Renewals and 

Commitments  

Presenter: Wendy Bull  

Friday 11 1:30pm Irish SIG meeting 

Tuesday 15 Tour 11: Quarantine Station, North Head 

Saturday 19 2:00pm General Meeting:  Memories of 

the 1960s and 70s 

 Presenter: Russell Workman 

June 
Saturday 2 11:00am Family History Workshop: Food 

Memories 

Saturday 2 2:00pm Family History Meeting: Chasing 

the Eugowra Bandits 

Presenter: John Cann 

Monday 4 German SIG meeting 

Thursday 7 2:15pm Committee Meeting 

Saturday 16 2:00pm General Meeting:  The Great 

Strike of 1917   

 Presenter: Laila Ellmoos 

Friday 22 Tour 12: NSW Government House 

July 
Thursday 5 2:15pm Committee Meeting 

Saturday 7 11:00am Family History Workshop: TBA 

Saturday 7 2:00pm Family History Meeting: Forum – 

World War II Memories 

Tuesday 10 Tour 13: ABC Studios, Ultimo 

Saturday 21 2:00pm General Meeting:  Menzies and 

Whitlam   

 Presenter: Frank Wilson 

 

 

 

                           Newsletter Deadline 

Please send email copy for publication to 

editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later than 

13th of each month. Items will only be accepted from 

members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis that Ku-

ring-gai Historical Society has editing rights and that 

readers can reproduce it in whole or in part with 

acknowledgment. If possible, material should be in 

electronic form, with as little formatting as possible, e.g. 

no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles. 

 Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. 

The content may be reproduced as sourced from this 

newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors. 

Research Center Hours 
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific 

Highway, Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai 

Library. The Centre is open to the public from 10.00 

am to 2.00 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Friday and 

Saturday (except the first Saturday of each month 

when members have a Family History meeting). 

 


