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SATURDAY NOVEMBER 5 
FAMILY HISTORY MEETING 
11.00AM WORKSHOP: Sources of Early 
Occupations 
2.00PM GENERAL MEETING followed 
by: The Library of Australian History and the 
Biographical Database of Australia 
Speaker: Keith Johnson, AM 
Keith	joined	the	Royal	Australian	Historical	Society	in	
1962	 and	 the	 Society	 of	 Australian	 Genealogists	 in	
1964.		He	has	served	on	the	councils	of	both	for	many	
years,	 including	 as	 vice-president	 of	 the	 RAHS	 and	
president	of	 SAG	on	a	number	of	occasions.	 	He	was	
elected	 a	 fellow	 of	 SAG	 in	 1975	 and	 RAHS	 awarded	
him	 a	 fellowship	 in	 1982.	 He	was	 also	 awarded	 the	
inaugural	 C.H.Currey	 Memorial	 Fellowship	 from	 the	
State	Library	of	NSW	in	1975.		In	1992	he	was	elected	
a	 Fellow	 of	 the	 Society	 of	 Genealogists,	 London,	 for	
service	to	international	genealogy.		

	
Keith	 was	 appointed	 a	 member	 of	 the	 Order	 of	
Australia	 in	2003	and	 in	2006	the	History	Council	of	
NSW	awarded	him	its	Annual	History	Citation.	 	He	is	
an	 author,	 editor,	 founder	 and	 co-director	 (with	
Malcolm	Sainty)	of	 the	Library	of	Australian	History,	
publisher	 and	 bookseller	 (members	 may	 remember	
his	 bookshop	 in	 The	 Rocks,	 1977-2009)	 and	 vice-
chairman	of	Biographical	Database	of	Australia	since	
2006.	

Afternoon tea will be available. 
Visitors welcome. 

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 19 
2.00PM GENERAL MEETING, followed 
by: A Carefree War 
Speaker Ann Howard, researcher and author, 
returns with the little known story of Australia's 
WWII child evacuees, sent by their parents 
fearful for their safety following Japanese 
attacks on Sydney.	 	 Some	 people	 of	 interest	
were	child	evacuees.	

 
Photo: Peter Clark 

As a child evacuee, she has based her latest 
book on interviews with over 100 of these 
children. 

Afternoon tea will be available.  
Visitors welcome. 

General Meetings are held in the Library's 
meeting room. SIG Meetings are held in the 
KHS Research Centre. Please check group 
emails or contact the group leader or Research 
Centre before attending if uncertain of any 
group going ahead. Room volunteers 
endeavour to update or correct the schedule on 
the Research Centre entry door with the most 
up-to-date information.  
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Family History Group Meeting, 
1 October 2016 

11.00am Session 
Jo Harris opened the meeting and welcomed 
the 16+ attendees to the Forum “How did you 
find your convict ancestor?”   Nine of the 
attendees shared stories about their convicts.  

2.00pm Session 
Jo Harris opened the meeting and welcomed 
members, new member Kerry Burgess and 
visitor Carol Harris, and special welcome to 
Carol Liston, our guest speaker.    
On this day 1st October 1788, a Wednesday, 
“The weather was fair, with wind from north-
west to south-east. Temperature was 67° 
Fahrenheit which equals 19.4 Celsius”. 
(“Sydney Cove 1788” by John Cobley) 
Jo encouraged more volunteers for the 
Research Centre – please contact Geoff Little 
on 9449 3131; she   spoke about Murrin 
transcript service, Family Tree Connections, 
Newsletters from other Societies via email, 
these are printed by Lorraine Henshaw and 
kept in a folder on the bookshelf just inside the 
Research Centre door – these can also be 
emailed to interested members.  
More details are on page 7.   
Yvette Reeve spoke about Tours – see Tours 
Column. 
Book Reports, Seminars, Visits,  Events   
Jo spoke about “The House that Jack Built” and 
invited Helen Davies to speak about Jack 
Mundey and “GPS Site Committee” re a green 
ban on Gordon Public School to save the 
buildings from demolition;  30th September the 
Macquarie Society visited the Female Factory, 
(Jack working on it) and lunched at Lachlan’s 
restaurant at Old Government House, also 
visited St John’s Cemetery;  Jo has booked 9 
rooms at Orange for the September 2017 
Family History Conference;  Jenny Joyce spoke 
about the Medieval Faire held at St Ives in 
September.  
Jo read the poem “Sirius” from the sculpture at 
Bicentennial Park, West Pymble.	 

 

 

 ‘SIRIUS’ 

This small and fragile ship 
A leader like a wren 

Fostering its fleet of eleven 
On an impossible unknown journey 

Where courage won! 
 

Eleven such ships were hell afloat. 
Thirteen hundred and fifty souls 

Lived eight months of fear and exile 
Survived to arrive to nothing 

And began to build. 
 

Phillip, Arthur a gentle man 
Compassion, talent, vision and strength 
Completing a task of doubtful wisdom 
And founding a nation of indelible note 

From cockleshells tossed on an unknown sea. 
 

Victor Cusack, 1988. 

Jo introduced Professor Carol Liston.   Carol is 
an Australian historian who specialises in the 
history of early New South Wales (1788-1860).  
Her research covers early colonial history with 
interests in people (convict, colonial born and 
free immigrant and their family histories), local 
history, heritage and the built environment.   
Her particular interest is the colonial 
development of the County of Cumberland, 
using land records, family history and 
surviving buildings to document the past.    
Each year the History Council of New South 
Wales awards the Annual History Citation to 
an eminent historian to honour a lifetime of 
service to history.   The Citation recognises 
individuals for outstanding research and 
scholarship and acknowledges their broader 
contribution through teaching, leadership, 
mentoring and community involvement.   Carol 
received the Citation for 2016 in recognition of 
her contributions to researching and teaching 
history and heritage, and her service to 
community and local history organisations. 
Carol Liston, RAHS President, the 2016 
recipient of the Annual Citation, was welcomed 
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to speak to the meeting about “New Family 
History Resources for NSW Land Research”. 
Some thoughts from Carol’s talk –-  
HLRV – Historical Land Records Viewer to 
search name indexes for land grants; Old 
System and Torrens Title – newly available 
indexes – land usage by individuals; 19th and 
20th Century Convicts – land purchases were 
grants – available for women and men – family 
trusts – independent trust for women gave 
enormous potential – 1862 purchase at auction 
– Crown land auctions 1792-1862; Old System 
– indexes to Torrens Title 1863-1961 (up to 
1950 free) – an extraordinary amount is free. 
When searching, keep a notebook with you, be 
careful with description – searching Old 
System records use first letter of name; 
Attribute needs serial and page numbers - Land 
Grant then index when sold 1825-1986; needs 
two initials; Torrens Title 1863 – turn off ‘all 
searches’ except Index Purchase – Attribute 
then surname, initial. All free on home 
computers.  
Several questions were asked and unexpectedly 
a relative of Carol’s Starkey family, Rosemary 
Watson was in attendance, “you have made my 
day” exclaimed Carol.   Susan Alder gave 
Carol a vote of thanks for a most interesting 
presentation and presented her with a KHS bag 
and book “Almost Like Home”. 

Notes by Elaine Turnidge  

GENERAL MEETING SEPTEMBER 17 
The Development of Northbridge. 
Pam Clifford the speaker at our September 
general meeting, grew up in Northbridge and 
returned in the 1990s to find it a very different 
place.  Mainly a dormitory suburb Northbridge 
lies on a peninsula, so its development was not 
contaminated by surrounding suburbs.  It had a 
fairly specific beginning, in 1913, so many 
events are still within living memory. 

                        

The first subdivision in Northbridge was as 
early as 1840 when L Beatason subdivided 
what is now Clive Park into 40 blocks, “The 
Albert Town Estate” with streets given royal 
names.  Many of the blocks were sold, but 
being only accessible by water, no houses 
appeared until 1870 when a cottage was built 
for Mrs Jane Harvey.  A grand stone house, The 
Hermitage, was built soon after on nearby Fig 
Tree Point by William Twemlow, a city 
jeweller who used to row or sail to work.  

 
The Hermitage 

Andrew Armstrong had purchased large parcels 
of land in Middle Cove in the post 1850s 
government sell-off, and by the 1880s 
Armstrong had subdivided his land hoping to 
cash in on the land boom with the rising 
population.  But there were few sales, and 
Armstrong, realising that transport was the 
problem, formed a company to extend the tram 
line to his estate, even to building a bridge 
across Long Bay Gully at a cost of £42,000.  
The government and councils all agreed, happy 
to have the private sector finance the project 
and the suspension bridge was opened in 1892.  

Suspension Bridge and Tearooms about 1913 

Unfortunately there was a severe depression in 
the 1890s, and many speculators lost heavily.  
In 1909 the government extended the tram 
service to terminate on the south side of the 
bridge.  A tea room was opened there and the 
beautiful bridge became a tourist attraction.  In 
1912, the bridge, still privately owned, was 
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given to the government on condition that the 
tram line was extended to Northbridge. 
Not everyone was happy with these 
arrangements.  It was revealed that a syndicate 
of prominent politicians and financiers owned 
the land that was now opened up, and that the 
bridge was still owned by the builder who had 
never been paid.  The Minister for Works, Mr 
Griffiths, was investigated as to whether he was 
corrupt in taking over the bridge. He was found 
not guilty by a district court judge. 
In 1913 the peninsula was commonly known as 
part of Middle Harbour by Willoughby 
Council. It was a village with 24 houses and 
112 residents.  Then the sale of the 
“Northbridge 1” subdivision of 127 building 
blocks caused a real estate frenzy with “a 
thousand people” attending the auction. All 
blocks were sold on the day for about £130 a 
block.  The area then became known as 
Northbridge. 

 
Typical Housing, Namoi Street, 1923 

There have been about 40 subdivisions in 
Northbridge, with covenants requiring houses 
to cost at least  £500, of brick or stone with no 
tin roofs. It was to be the new Mosman or 
Cremorne and “When the Harbour Bridge is 
built it will be only ten minutes from the city”.   
The subdivisions spread out towards the water. 
The houses were mostly built between the wars 
and were working class, typical of that period.  
By the time development reached the eastern 
end of the peninsula, larger homes were 
appearing. 
Pam Clifford then spoke about notable 
residents including Sir Edward Hallstrom who 
bought the The Hermitage in 1932.  Sir Edward 
would be remembered as the manufacturer of 
early refrigerators, and as Chairman of the 
Taronga Zoo Trust.  The house was still not 
connected to town gas, water or electricity - 
because there were few houses in the area.  Sir 

Edward paid to have services laid to his house.  
Others along the way benefited from this, and 
many new houses appeared in East 
Northbridge.  Sir Edward also established a 
private zoo at The Hermitage and Pam detailed 
complaints of lions heard roaring across the 
water - at Mosman (which of course had a 
much larger noisier zoo!) 
There are many, more recent, stories to be 
found in Pam’s book: Northbridge - Building a 
Suburb.  

 
The bridge today – since 1938 no longer a suspension 

bridge 
Doug Milne  

TREASURER'S REPORT 
Our income for this month amounted to $546. 
Our operating expenses amounted to $1,704 
leaving us with a deficit of $1,158.  So 
currently our funds going forward for this year 
are $6,052. 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

GERMAN SIG 
The KHS German Special Interest Group met 
on Monday 10 October 2016 with 14 members 
present. Items discussed were: 
Leone Stumbaum reported on progress with the 
group project German Ancestors of Ku-ring-gai 
Residents especially the recent input from Kate 
Tytherleigh. The inputs received so far are 
captured in a 77 page document currently being 
formatted and edited for consistency. The 
addition and formatting of images is the next 
phase before internal dissemination. 
Tony Karrasch briefed the group on his 
investigations into the initiative of Dirk 
Weissleder, the national chairman of Deutsche 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Genealogischer Verbande 
(DAGV). Tony reported that he had been in 
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touch with Ben Hollister from Genealogy 
South Australia, who is enthusiastically 
exploring the initiative with the recent 
formation and initial meeting of a German 
Australian History Alliance Working Group 
comprising several Australian and German 
umbrella organisations.  
It appears from Tony's investigations that the 
initiative is at a relatively higher level than our 
modest suburban German Special Interest 
Group with little opportunity for our direct 
participation at present. Tony reported that he 
had indicated our continued interest and 
willingness to participate directly when 
appropriate. 
Christine Edwards briefed members on her 
experiences with online forums and chat rooms 
especially their usefulness for family history 
research. Her description was illustrated with 
reference to the chat site 
 http://www.rootschat.com/forum/europe/. 
The brief was followed by reports and 
questions from members. As time was short for 
further discussion, and afternoon tea beckoned, 
members were asked to forward proposals for 
2017 German SIG themes, initiatives and 
activities by email to  
khsysadmin@tpg.com.au for discussion at the 
next meeting. 
The meeting closed with animated discussions 
over afternoon tea. The next meeting of the 
German SIG is planned for Monday 12 
December 2016 at 1:30 pm. 
Macintosh SIG 
2.00pm Monday November 7 
What were your finds of the year ? 
Have you upgraded the OS to Sierra? 
Irish SIG 
1.30pm Friday December 9 
We had a very interesting meeting in October, 
discussing alternative ways to present your 
family history, and the new Irish resources 
available online.  Our next meeting will be on 
Friday 11 November when we will look at 
basic strategies to tackle Irish Research, and on 
the following meeting we will have an Irish 
history session, looking at the push factors that 
led to people leaving Ireland in the 1880s and 
1890s. 
Everyone is welcome to attend our meetings, 
which start at 1.30 in the Research Rooms.  

Focus	on	Ku-ring-gai	–	For	those	who	
would	like	to	know	more	about	Ku-ring-
gai.																													

	$24		
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TOUR DESK 

Important – Our tours are becoming more 
popular and it is important to make your 
booking as early as possible. In cases where the 
tour rapidly fills, and the venue has a limit 
(Garden Island for instance) please complete 
the Expression of Interest form in the tour 
folder, and if there are sufficient numbers we 
can organise another visit. For those venues 
that do not have a limit we can attempt to 
organise a larger vehicle. In both cases we rely 
on the expression of interest form.   
The Booking process includes a Tour Des-
cription sheet for each tour that outlines timing, 
any special requirements and pick up	site.		
Tour bookings can only be made by visiting the 
Research Centre rooms and by completing a 
booking and a (new Blue - once only) 
indemnity form if you have not previously 
completed one.  This includes an opportunity to 
identify dietary requirements. 
There are now two separate GREEN BOOK-
ING FOLDERS: one for Exploring Ku-ring-gai 
Tours, and one for General Tours.  The Book-
ing system is the same for each type of tour.  
When making your tour bookings, please bring 
the correct amount or a cheque to cover the 
planned cost. Change is not always available. 
 
Exploring Ku-ring-gai Tour     
Monday 7 November, 8.30am. 
This will be the last tour for 2016. 
Bookings are now open. 
Many long term Ku-ring-gai residents have 
enjoyed this tour, led by Jo Harris,  discovering 
places and buildings that they did not know 
exist. The bus tour covers 98 kilometres around 
the district and includes a mystery lunch.  
Cost: $40. 
Rouse Hill Historic House and the 
Hawkesbury Regional Museum at 
Windsor, Thursday 24 November. 
Bookings open. See tour notes in the Green 
Folder at the Research Centre. 
Rouse Hill is noteworthy in Australian history 
as the site of the main battle during the Irish 
rebellion known as the Second Battle of 
Vinegar Hill on 4 March 1804. The exact site 
of the battle is uncertain. 

Rouse Hill House was built from 1813-18 with 
service wings and an arcaded courtyard added 
in 1863. The simple geometric layout of the 
garden is probably the oldest surviving in 
Australia.  

Tour members will have morning tea and a 
very interesting guided tour before travelling to 

the Windsor area where we will partake of a 
picnic lunch nearby the Governor Macquarie 
Memorial in McQuade Park; then on to the 
Hawkesbury Regional Museum at Windsor. 

 
On the way we will be able to observe some 
very interesting sites including the Tebbutt 
Observatory. 
Cost: $55.00 including picnic lunch. 
STATE LIBRARY 
Monday 5th December (by train) max persons 
20. Details of timetable, etc. are in the booking 
notes. 
Booking open Monday14 November. 
The excursion includes a guided tour by KHS 
member Patrick Dodd of the State Library 
exhibition entitled Planting Dreams: Shaping 
Australian Gardens, curated by garden 
historian Richard Aitken. The exhibition 
explores the ideas and influences that have 
shaped the way we make, use, and enjoy our 
gardens.  
After searching through the State Library's 
collections, Richard has selected more than 150 
rare, beautiful and, at times, unlikely objects - 
spanning over five centuries - to illustrate the 
rich and inspiring story of garden making.    
A brief talk by library staff on Family History 
resources will follow. 
Lunch at own expense.  
 
TOUR REVIEWS 
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 
MARITIME MUSEUM TOUR 
The Australian National Maritime Museum has 
many unforgettable experiences for the visitor.  
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The museum has one of largest and most 
diverse fleets of any museum in the world; tall 
ships, naval vessels, a submarine, beautifully 
restored historic boats, all able to be visited as 
part of the museum’s immersive experience 
called Actions Stations.  
A key purpose of our visit was to enjoy a 
guided tour of a current exhibition “Ships, 
Clocks & Stars: The Quest for Longitude". 
For hundreds of years, European merchants 
staked their fortunes on long–distance voyages. 
Safe passage relied on fair weather and 
effective navigation. Unlike land, the sea has 
no fixed points to help sailors determine their 
position. This could lead to unnecessarily long 
voyages or the loss of ships, cargo and life.  
Our guide took us along the exhibition which 
illustrated the search for finding better ways to 
determine longitude-distance east and west. A 
search that had engaged the world’s greatest 
minds since at least the 1400’s.  Eventually two 
emerged, using clocks and stars, which cracked 
the longitude problem and helped re-shape our 
understanding of the world.  
Among the many key elements of the 
exhibition are the replicas of Harrison’s clocks. 
John Harrison, the UK inventor, finally solved 
the problem after 31 years of experimentation 
and was ultimately formally recognised by 
British Admiralty. A very interesting story. 

 
Harrison's First Sea Clock 

Following the exhibition, tour members were 
free to visit any of the ships and boats on 
display. Three key ships were HM Bark 
Endeavour, HMAS Onslow (Oberon Class 
Submarine 1969) and HMAS Vampire (Daring 
Class Destroyer 1956). Our on-board guides 
were very competent indeed, no one more so 
than our guide on the Vampire (sister ship of 

the Voyager involved in a collision with 
HMAS Melbourne,  resulting in 82 fatalities). 
 Our guide was a member of the Voyager’s 
crew.  
Finally, the HM Bark Endeavour was a 
wonderful mystery as to how 94 crew could 
live and work on such a vessel with its very 
cramped spaces. This ship is an acclaimed 
replica of James Cook’s famous ship that took 
Cook on his great maritime adventures. How 
did they handle 28 sails that spread 10,000 
square feet of canvas and almost 30 kilometres 
of ropes? 
A very interesting excursion.       Neil Falconer 

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS 

Sue Gale, Lindfield 
George & Martha Kinniburgh, Pymble 
Joanne Martens, Warrawee 
 
WHERE IS IT? 
October Answer:  
The bridge built over Moore Creek, in the dip 
of Archbold Road, Roseville. 

This month's "Where is It?" 

	
Information from Other Societies  
As a society, every month we receive 
newsletters from other societies, such as the 
Royal Australian Historical Society, the 
Federation of Australian Historical Societies, 
the Society of Genealogists and Oral History 
NSW, to name but a few.  We also receive 
flyers regularly on individual events that are 
happening around and about. 
If you are interested in receiving these 
newsletters by email, please contact:  
Lorraine Henshaw on 9988 0522 
or lah01@outlook.com. 
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DIARY DATES 
 
November 
 
Thursday 3, 2.15pm Management Committee 
Meeting. 
Saturday 5, 11.00am Family History 
Workshop: Sources for Early Occupations. 
Saturday 5, 2.00pm Family History 
Meeting, followed by: The "Library of 
Australian History" and the "Biographicval 
Database of Australia." Speaker: Keith 
Johnson.  
Monday 7, Tour: Exploring Ku-ring-gai. 
Monday 7, 2.00pm Apple Macintosh SIG.  
Saturday 19, 2.00pm General Meeting, 
followed by A Carefree War, Speaker: Ann 
Howard 
Thursday 24, Tour: Rouse Hill and the 
Hawkesbury Regional Museum, Windsor. 
 
December 
 
Saturday 3, Family History Workshop:No 
workshop 
Saturday 3, Family History Christmas 
Party, please bring a plate of Christmas fare. 
Monday 5, Tour: State Library  
Thursday 8, 2.15pm Management Committee 
Meeting. 
Friday 9, Irish SIG 1.30pm 
Monday 12, German SIG 130pm 

Newsletter Deadline 

Please send email copy for publication to 
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later than 
15th of each month. 

Items will only be accepted from members of KHS. 

Copy is accepted on the basis that Ku-ring-gai Historical 
Society has editing rights and that readers can reproduce 
it in whole or part with acknowledgement. 

If  possible,  material  should be in electronic 
form, with as l i t t le  formatting as possible,  e.g.  
no bullets,  coloured type, indenting or styles.  

©  Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. 
The content may be reproduced as sourced from 
this newsletter with acknowledgment to named 

authors. 

 

Administration 
President: Jenny Joyce 9440 2131 
Vice Presidents: Morrison Hammond  9449 7447 
 Jo Harris  9489 4393 
Treasurer Annet Latham 9440 3998 
Secretary Helen Davies 9416 5825 
Immediate Past President 
 Graham Lewis 9416 5818 
Committee Members 
 Susan Alder 9440 4771 
 Neil Falconer 9488 7293 
 Lorraine Henshaw 9988 0522 
 Margaret Holland 9488 5452 
 Yvette Reeve             9987 0904 
Family History Group 
Leader Jo Harris 9489 4393 
Committee Lorraine Henshaw 9988 0522 
 Margaret Holland 9488 5452 
 Jenny Joyce 9440 2131 
 Yvette Reeve 9987 0904 
 Jean Smith 9498 4468 
 Elaine Turnidge 9899 2635 
Appointees 
Accessions  Jennifer Wallin 9983 1871 
Book Reports Richard Facer 9988 0823 
Book Sales Margaret Holland 9488 5452 
 Kathie Rieth 

Catering  Margaret Holland 9488 5452 
 Vicki Williams 9415 8833 
Computer Systems  Peter Stehn 9489 9488 
Curators Ann Barry  9144 6480 
 Jennifer Harvey  9489 6390 
Historian Editors Jennifer Harvey 9489 6390 

 Lorna Watt 9440 8010 
Indexing Beth Facer 9988 0823 
Membership Secretary 
 Lorraine Henshaw 9988 0522 
Newsletter Editor Morrison Hammond 9449 7447 
Publicity John Wilson 8086 1720 
Public Officer Helen Davies 9416 5825 
Research Team Leader Joan Stebbing 9489 6476 
Tour Contact Yvette Reeve 9987 0904 
Social Media Jill Ball 9653 1888 
Speakers Programme Beverley Dunstan 9419 8526 
Volunteers Coordinator Geoff Little 9449 3131 
Webmaster Andy Joyce 9440 2131 
Welfare Officer Elaine Turnidge 9899 2635 
WW1 Writers & Researchers Group Coordinators 
              Kathie Rieth     frithie@ netdata.com.au 

David Wilkins                      0411 186752 
 

 
Research Centre Hours 
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific 
Highway, Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai 
Library. The Centre is open to the public from 10 
am to 2 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday (except the first Saturday of each 
month when members have a meeting). 
 


